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THE KURUS ROUTED 




“A TEARFUL SHALVA DROVE THE CHARIOT 
BACK, PIVESTEP OF BOTH ITS BANNER 
BNP OWNER.. 


HIS EARS WERE FILLED WITH THE TRIUMPHANT 
CRIES OF REJOICING EMANATING FROM THE PANPAVA 
\FORCES CELEBRATING THEIR VICTOR 1 /- 



PHRtTARASHTRA ASKEP SAN JAVA — 


WHAT WAS 
THE STATE OF 
ARMY AFTER 
THE FEARSOME 
PL/EL BETWEEN 
KARNA ANP 
ARJt/Nfl ? 


OUR SOL PIERS WERE 
LIKE A HERP OF BULLS 
| SHORN OF THEIR 
1 HORNS OR LIKE SER¬ 
PENTS PEPRIVEP OF 
THEIR FANGS.THE 
ARMY WAS IN 
JOTAL PISAKRAY. j 

lU-ifll 


III 


TO RALLT HIS FORCES AGAIN, PORTO PH AN A HAP TO 
TAKE THE- LEAP. ~ ‘fc’ 


f TAKE MY CHARIOT 
AHEAP. I WILL KILL ARdONA, 
KRISHNA ANP THAT 
CONCEITED BHEEMA, 

ANP AVENGE THE 
PEATH OF KARNA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




THE COWARP AND THE BRAVE 
ALIKE HAVE TO FACE DEATH 
ULTIMATELY. COME,MY BRAVE 
WARRIORS, CHOOSE TO DIE 
\ LIKE TRUE KSHATRjyflS. 


" 8HEEMA jumped DOWN from his chariot 
AND WITH HtS MACE MERCILESSLY HILLED 


“TORMENTED BY THE ARROWS OF 
PHRISHTAPYUMNA, SH/RHANDI, NAKULA 
AND SAHADEVA, THE KAl/RAt/A 
SOLDIERS BEGAN TO FLEE THE 


... WHILE ARdUNA ATTACKED THE WARRIORS ON 

' CHARIOTS. 


“ PURYOpHANA ADDRESSED THE FLEEING 
SOLDIERS. Y -"s - 


“ PURYOPHANA COULD NOT CONTROL HIS TEARS AS 
THEY MADE THEIR WAY BACK 70 THEIR CAMP. HE COULD 

GET OYER- KARNA'S DEATH. 


‘BUT THE WOUNDED AND FRIGHTENED 

soldiers were in no mood to hear 

HIS DISCOURSE. THEY RAN AS FAST AS 
CTHEtR FEET COULD TAKE THEM. 
SHALYA SAID TO DURYODHANA — 

/ 8EHPLD, O KING J THE FIELD 16 
STREWN WITH FALLEN SOLDIERS. 
COMB, LET US RETURN TO CAMP. 
t ALlOW THE SOLDIERS TO GO 
BACK. 


OH KARNA 


KARNA! 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 





f SEVENTEEN LONG ^ 

OPUS OF DREAPFUL BATTLE 
HAVE PASSEP. LIKE A RASING 
FOREST FIRE, ARd UNA HAS 
PESTROVEP HOUR ARMV- MAKE 
PEACE WITH THE PANDAVAS. 
v THIS IS MV SINCERE / 

\. apvice to you. y 


TO FIGHT IN BATTLE IS ^ 
/ INPEEP THE PRIME PUTV OF 
A KSHATRtVA. BUT NOW 
8HEESHMA, PRONA, KARNA. JAVAD 
RATHA AND ALL HOUR BROTHERS 
HAVE BEEN KJILEP. EVEN yOUR 
V SON LAKSHMANA HAS BEEN / 
X. KILLEP- s' 


"KRISHNA SAID— 

IT IS INPEEP 

FORTUNATE THAT ARJUNA,'' 
BHEEMA, NAKULA, SAHAPEVA 
ANP yOU HAVE EMERGEP 
UNSCATHEP IN THE BATTLE.COME, 
LET US HASTEN TO FINISH THE 
TASK IN HANP- yOU MUST PRE¬ 
PARE VOURSELF TO RULE THI^ 

EARTH now. 


"WUPHISHTHIRA AFFECTIONATELY HELD KRISHNA'S 
HAND_ ANP_ SAID — p _ _- 

/WITH WU ON OUR SIDE,OUR \ 

VICTORV WAS CERTAIN.O LORP! \ 

TONIGHT, AFTER THIRTEEN J 
X LONG VEARS.WE WILL III I 1 m, l|| 3 N** 1 ' 

fflK WITHOUT A WORRy. 


"IN THE KAURAVA CAMP THE VENERABLE KRIPACHARVA COUNSELLED DURHODHANA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



HAVING RULEDOVER THE 
ENTIRE EARTH, HOW CAN 
I BE A PE PEN PANT OF THE 
PANPAVAS-TO PIE PEACE¬ 
FULLY IN BEP IS SHAME¬ 
FUL FOR A TRUE KSHATRIVA. 

SO FIGHT I MUST AND 
y PIE A GLORIOUS 
||K. DEATH. sA 


“ FOR A WHILE, DOR VO OH AN A SAT 
SILENT. THEN WITH A SIGH HE 

MIP— ITT*-\H 

- 1 Y I KNOW YOU 

/ MEAN WELL, BUT 
/ I CANNOT TAKE YOUR 
_ ADVICE - A MAN ON 

l HIS DEATHBED DOES 
ft \ NOT RELISH > 

Hfttfc \ MEDICINE. / 


"HIS SOLDIERS HAILED HIS DECISION 
AND RESOLVING TO FIGHT THE NEXT 
PAH THEV ALL RETIRED FOR THE 

night, amm - 




’ DURVODHANA REQUESTED SHALVA TO TAKE CHARGE 


“NEXT MORNING, DURVODHANA 
CONSULTED ASHWATTHAMA. 


THIS IS A TESTING 
TIME FOR US. PLEASE 
TAKE COMMAND AND 

. LEAD us to victory. 


' I SHALL DO My 
BEST FOR YOU.EITHER 
WIN THE WAR OR DIE 
IN THE BATTLEFIELD. 


/ I SEEK YOUR ADVICE 
AS THE SON OF OUR 
GURU. WHO DO YOU 
SUGGEST SHOULD 
LEAP OUR ARMY / 
V NOW? 


r BRAVE 
j SHALYA 
) SHOULD 
BE OUR 
COMMANDER 


"KRISHNA CONTINUED 


e< THE KAURAVAS THEN 
PLANNED THEIR STRATEGV- 


"WHEN THE KAURAVA SOLDIERS 
LEARNT THAT SHALVA WOULD BE 
THEIR COMMANDER, THE V 
CHEERED SO LOUDLV THAT 
VUDHISHTHIRA COULD HEAR THEM. 


' YOU ALONE 
ARE CAPABLE OF 
KILLING SHALVA, 
0 KING! FORGET 
|> THAT HE IS 
W YOUR UNCLE 
iK AND FIGHT. 


REFRAIN FROM SINGLE 
COMBATS. WE WILL 
FIGHT NO DUELS TODAY. 
OUR WARRIORS WILL 
FIGHT IN UNISON AND 
\ PROTECT ONE ANOTHER. 


I THINK SHALYA,THE \ SHALYA 
ACE ARCHER, HAS BEEN \ IS 
PUT IN COMMAND. J INDEED 
O KRISHNA, WHAT PO 1SUPE - 
YOU SUGGEST WE ,/RJOR TO 
V SHOULD DO? jCSTA LWflRTS 

_ Y. I LIKE 

», // '8MA;,5HIKHANDI. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 



"IN HIS IMPATIENCE TO KILL SHALVA, 
VUPH/SHTHIRA RAPIDL Y ADVANCED 
TOWARD^ Hm . [ - 




"ARJUNA ATTACKED THE SAMSHAPTAKAS AND 


' DHRI7ARASH7RA INTERRUPTED SAN JAVA'S 
narration. 


HOW MflNV 
SOLDIERS 

remained in 

THE TWO 
ARMIES-? 


Lk 


IN WUR ARNW THERE 
WERE ELEVEN THC7U5/WP 
CHARIOTS, SEVENTEEN THOUSAND 
ELEPHANTS,TWO LAKH HORSES 
mV THREE CRORE INFANTRY 
mEN - AMONG THE panpavas 
THERE WERE SIX THOOSflNP 
CHARIOTS, SIX THOUSAND 

elephants,ten THOUSAND 

HORSES fiNP TWO CRORE 
&OL PIERS* 


"WllH WPHfBH THfRfi LERDlNG THE WfW, 
PHRlBHTftWUMm BNP SHtKHflNDt, NRKULf) 
RNP SB HR DEV Pi TOGETHER FELL UPON 


SHRLVA. j" 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'THE KAURAVA SOLDIERS WERE 
FRIGHTENED OF TH/S COMBINED 
ATTACK. BUT SHALVA WAS 
UNDAUNTED. HE TOLD HIS 
CHARIOTEER.. 


LEAP ME ON 
TO VUDH ISHTHlRA 
ANP WATCH 
ME 1H ACTION 
TPPAV, 


"INDEED SHALVA ALONE WAS CAPABLE OF RESTRAINING 


THE SURGING PANDAUA FORCES, r 




"OUST THEN,NAKULA ATTACKED KARNA's 
SON,CH/7RASENA. BEING EQOALLV WELL- 

MATCHED IN PROWESS, THEIR DUEL WAS 
LONG DRAWN AND FURjOUS. NAKULA’s 
CHARIOT WAS pa ST ROVED. W/7H H/S 
SWORD HELD ALOFT, HE ADVANCED 
TOWARDS CH/TRASENA. 


“SUPDENLV, HE LEAPED ONTO CH/TRASENA’S 
CHARIOT, AND WITH A FATAL BLOW FROM HIS 

Bcuc ancn cjiaa <——. .. 



“CH/TRASENA’S BROTHERS,SUSH£NA AND 

satvasena attacked nakula , But soon 

MET WITH THE SAME FATE AS CHITRASENA 




“SEEING SHALVA BEING ATTACKED BV THE 
PANDAVAS > KRITAVARMA, HR I PA, SHARUN1 
AND ASHWATTHAMA CAME TO HIS HELP. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 




"an enraged kritavarma 
inflicted a wound on 
BHEEMA ■ - 


“KRtPACHARTA WORRI¬ 
ED PHR/SHTADTUMNA 
WITH A VOLLET OF 

ARROWS... 


“...AND ASMWATTHAMA ATTACKED 
NAKULA AND. 5AHADEVA ■ |- 


"AFTER CHASING AWAT KRITAVARMA } BHEEMA 
TURNED TO SHALT A AND KILLED HIS HORSES- 
SHALT A SKILFUL LT THREW A 
BHEEMA. 


" UNRUFFLED, BHEEMA CAUGHT THE WEAPON 
IN HIS HAND AND THREW IT BACK AT 
SHALTA’S CHARIOTEER SO SWIFTLT THAT HE 


"WHEN BHEEMA’S HORSES WERE KILLED 8T KRITAVARMA , HE JUMPED DOWN FROM THE 
CHARIOT, BRANDISHING HIS MACE. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


/( SHALVA THEN TOOK UP A MACS STANDING 
TALL l/K£ A MOUNTAIN , THE TWO 
WAPFiOgS RESEMBLED TWO ENRAGED 

Bulls raring for a fight, p —- 




'SPARKS FLEW EACH TIME THEIR MACES CLASHED* 
WOUNDED AND BLEEDING PRO FUSEL V } THEY CIRCLED, 


REARED AND ATTACKED TILL BOTH OF THEM 

mt / anecn cijujjj -tm , . 





"on Recovering f bheema sprang up with 

A ROAR, READ'S FOR THE FRAT AGAIN. j- \ 


CON\E,SHA LW 
FIGHT ME IF 


HOU 


PARE 


"KR/PACHARHA QUICRLV PUT SHALVA ON HIS 
OWN CHARIOT AND TOOK tiffi. ftWAV. 


"THE ENTHUSED SOLDIERS FROM BOTH 
ARMIES SEEMED ALL EAGER. 70 EMBRACE 
DEATH. THE BATTLEFIELD RESOUNDED WITH 



"SHALVA AND VUDHISHTHIRA WERE ONCE AGAIN 


IN DIRECT CONFRONTATION y WHEN UUPHISH- 
THIRA CUT OFF SHALVA'S BANNER WITH A r— 
WELL-AIMED SPEAR, HE RETALIATED BV 
COVERING HIM WITH A CLOUD OF ARROWS. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 






BHEESHMA, DRONA, KARNA 
ANP OTHER WARRIORS FELL 
BECAUSE OF VOUR EFFORTS- 
NOW SHALVA ALONE REMAINS 
LEAVE THIS TASK TO ME- 


" SATVAK!, BHEEMA , NAKULA AND 
SAHADEVA RUSHED TO VUPHISH7HIRA 'S 
SIDE END HARASSED SHAH A. 


“BUI SHALVA TOOK GOOD CARE OF HIMSELF, 
ATTACKING SATVAKI ,BHEEMA AND nakula WITH 
A SHOWER OF ARROWS. 


“ THE PANDAVAS TRIED VARIOUS 
WEAPONS ON SHALVA, BUT HE 
LIVED UP TO HIS REFUTATION OF A 
ERE AT WARRIOR. HE QUELLED THEM 
ALL.A NIGGLING DOUBT BEGAN TO 
TORMENT VUDHI6HTHIRA_ _ 

KRISHNA SAID 
WE WOULD BE 
VICTORIOUS. BUT 
SHALVA APPEARS 
TO 8E CAPABLE 
OF PE6TROVING 
MV WHOLE ARMV. 
ALL OF US 
TOGETHER 
CANNOT CONTAIN 
HIM. 


“ MEANWHILE ,ARJUNA AND ASHWATTHAMA WERE LOCKED 
IN COMBAT. ARJUNA'S CHARIOT WAS BARELV VISIBLE UNDER 
THE ARROWS. 


‘NOTING SHALVA'S PROWESS, VUDHISHTH/RA CALLED HIS BROTHERS TOGETHER. 


I WANT NAKULA ANP 
SAHA PE VA TO 6UARP MV 
CHARIOT WHEELS. SATVAKI 
SHOULD BE ON MV RIGHT 
AND PHRISHTAPVUMNA ON 
MV LEFT. BHEEMA, I WANT 
VOU TO BE AHEAP OF ME, 
ANP ARdUNA BEHIND ME 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“REAPILY, THE BROTHERS AGREEP. LIKE TWO HUN6RY LIONS POUNCING ON A PREY, YUPHISHTH/Ra 
ANP SHALVA LUNGEP AT EACH OTHER. 


" THE MILP ANP CALM VUPH/SHTH/RA 
APPEARED TO BE TRANSFORMEP INTO 
A PETERMINEP ANP FORM/PABLE FOE. 


"LIKE A STRONG GUST OF WINP PISPELLING CLOU PS, 
WPH/SHTH/RA PLAYED HAVOC WITH THE KAURAVA AfMV 


- 



“SO GALLANTLY PIP YUPH/SHTH/RA 
ANP SHALVA FIGHT THAT IT WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WHO WOULP 
WIN IN THE PUEL. } -— . 

TOPAV.SURELV YUPHISHTHIRA 
WILL WIN THE WAR OR LOSE 
IT WITH HIS LIFE. 





“SHALVA FI REP A HUNPREP ARROWS ON YUPHISHTHIRA 
WHO RETAUATEP WITH THREE HUNPREP. SOON SHALYA’S 
REAR GUARDS WERE KILLED, HIS HORSES SLAIN ANP 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 


"NOTING SHALVI 3'5 PLIGHT, 
ASHWATTHAMA QUtCKLV 
PUT HUY! ON H/3 OWN 
CHARIOT AND CARRIED Him 
A WAV. |-- 


" VUPH/SHTHlRA ROARED 
LIKE ft LION AS HE SAW HiS 
ADVERSARY GETTING AWAV. 
BUT SOON SHALVA WAS 
BACK ON ANOTHER. CHARIOT. 




“ BH&EMA, SATVAKI, NAKULB AND 
SAHAPEVA FORMED A PROTECTIVE 
RING ROUND WDH/SHTHIRA AND 
CHALLENGED SHALVA TO FIGHT. 



"UNDER VUPHISHTHIRA’S ATTACK SHALVA 


BECAME UNCONSCIOUS . HOWEVER, HE 
QUICKLV RECOVERED AND DISCHARGED 
A HUNDRED ARROWS AT VUPHISHTH/RA. 




'TH/RA\ 

if - 1 


" WITH NINE WELL-AIMED ARROWS, VUDHISHTHlRA 
TORE OFF SHALVA’S ARMOUR. IN RETALIATION, 
SHALVA BROKE 'fUPHISHTH/RA’S BOW. r 


"SOON, SHALVA'S ARROWS RENT ASUNDER VUDHISHTHIRA'S GOLDEN ARMOUR AND KILLED HIS 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


“ BHEEMA BEGAN TO HARASS SHALVA. 


"SHAlVA NOW JUMPED 



WITH A SINGLE SWIFT ARROW, HE 
BROKE SHALVA'S BOW AND WITH 
ANOTHER RILLED THE CHARIOTEER. 
SOON THE FOUR HORSES TOO FELL - 


DOWN, SWORD IN ONE 
HAND AND SHIELD IN 



"DHRISHTAP VUMNA , SHIRHANDI 
AND SAT VAR! SURROUNDED 
SHALVA WHILE BHEEMA BROKE 
HIS SHIELD TO PIECES AND 
KNOCKED HIS SWORD 


“ THE FRIGHTENED KAURAVA SOLDIERS 


"VUPHISHTHIRA PICKED UP A FIERCE LOOKING GOLDEN 




RAN PELL -MELL IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 
SHALVA CHARGED TOWARDS VUPHISHTHIRA. 


JAVELIN, ST UPPED WITH GEMS, AND THREW IT AT 
SHALVA’S BROAD CHEST. | - 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 




“seeing his sown demoralised by the 

FALL OF THEIR COMMANDER, DURYODHANA 
SB ID TO H/S CHARIOTEER. — 



“SEEING DURYODHANA TAKING CHARGE, 
TWENTY ONE THOUSAND KAURAVA SOLDIERS 
WERE INFUSED WITH CONFIDENCE AGAIN 


“BHEEMA SAW THE ROARING MASS APPROACHING, 
AND QUtCkLY DESCENDED FROM HIS CHARIOT. WITH 
HIS MACE, HE SOON MANAGED TO RHL MOST OF 



HERE COMBS THE MIGHTY 
PURYOPHANA TO LEAP US. 
LET US ATTACK THE 
■v PAN PA YA 5! . 


TO FACE THE ENEMY, p 


THEM . p 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




" TORTURED By A ROUNDS arrows, THE 
KAURAVA SOLDI EPS WERE AGAIN RE APT 


"PURyODHANA TRIED TO REPEL PHA/SHTADWMWA 
WHO WAS HIJACKING THE ARMH. i- 


H ADDRESSING KRISHNA, 
ARJUNA said— 


FOR EIGHTEEN 
PAYS, TH! 6 &RULE 
HAS SEEN GOING 
ON.TOPAY I MUST 
pestroy THE 

WHOLE KRURAW 
ARMY ANP PUT AN 
ENP TO IT. 


" JHE KAURAVA KINGS TOO BEGAN 
JO FLEE, DURUODHANA CALLED 
OU7 — 


u PERSUADED BA PURUODHANA r THE KAURAVA KINGS 

prepared JO FACE THE ENtmr, j- - 


a SOON } THE ARROWS } EMERGING IN A RAPID 
VOL LEU FROM THE GANDLEVA f COVERED THE 
ENTIRE BATTLEFIELD. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 





"ASHWATTHAMA, KRIPACHARYA AND KRtTAVARMA 
NOTED HIS ABSENCE . |— 7 - 


HOW POES 
IT MATTER? 

LET CIS 
CONCENTRATE 
ON THE 
. FIGHT. 


WHERE IS 
KING 

DURVOPHANA? 


HE HAS 

GONE TOWARDS 
. SHAKCINI. , 


"WHEN DHRI5HTADYUMNA KILLED HIS 
HORSES ATIP CHARIOTEER, DURYODHANA 
ROPE AW AH ON HORSEBACK ,. I- 


"SAN JAYA 
EVENTS * 


NARRATEP THE SUBSEQUENT 


rr. 


HARASSED bv 

arjuna's arrows kripa. 

KRITAVARMA and ASHWATTHAMA 
RAN TOWARDS SHAKCINI. DHRISHTA- 
pyCJMNA SOON ADVANCED TO THAT 
SPOT-WITHOUT ANV THOUGHT FOR 
MV LIFE, I TOO JOINED THE FOUR 
WARRIORS IN THEIR BATTLE AGAINST j 
PHRISHTADVCIMNA. WE WERE 
DEFEATED.THEN SATVAKI 
^ATTACKED ME AND CAPTURED 
ME AND I FAINTED. 


"UNITED THEN tried TO REPEL HIS 
ATTACK , BUT SOON THEN WERE STRUCK 
DOWN BV HIS ARROWS AND FELL LIKE 
TREES UPROOTED ON A MOUNTAINSIDE 


“ON THIS EIGHTEENTH DAV OF THE TERRIBLE WAR, BHEEMA I 
WAS IN HIS ELEMENT. AFTER PUTTING TO DEATH ALMOST 
ALL OF THE KAURAVA BROTHERS, HE TURNED TO THE REST 
OF THE ENEMV ARMV.SOON THE BATTLEFIELD AROUND 1 
HIM WAS STREWN WITH THE BODIES OF COUNTLESS 


",AFTER DESTROYING OUR ENTIRE ARMY OF 
ELEPHANTS, &HEEMA ATTACKED PURYOPHANA’S 
BROTHERS | - 


* SAN JAY MIGHT HAVE NARRATED 
THIS AFTER THE DAY'S BATTLE 

















































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"ARUUNA THEN ATTACKED THE TR/GARtA ARMH, WHICH 
HAD BEEN HARASSING HIM ALL THESE PAYS. 


“KRISHNA SAID TO ARHUNA 


y 0, KRISHNA, 
ONLY THESE T WO 
REMAIN OF ALL 
DHRITARASHTRA’S 
SONS,THEY TOO 
'k WILL DIE TOCWY; 
W? REST ASSUR 


BEHOLD PURYO- 
DHANA AND 
SUPARSMANA 
AMIDST THE 
HORSEMEN. 
KILL THEM! A, 




"SHAHUNI AND HIS SON U LOOK A 
ATTACKED BHEEMA AND SAHAPEVA . 


“ SO NUMEROUS WERE THE ARROWS SENT Bf 
SAHAPEVA IN RESPONSE THAT THEN COVERED 
THE SKV LIKE A SWARM OF LOCUSTS ■ 


"ULOOKA SHOT SEVEN ARROWS AT BHEEMA AND 
SEVENTH AT SAHAPEVA. SAHAPEVA RETALIATED 


“AT LAST HE KILLED SUSHARD IflJ 
THUS ENDING THE TRIG ART A 
SAGA. I- 


“ BHEEMA HILLED SUPAR. 
SHAN A WITH SHARP 
ARROWS ■ DURHODHAHA 
ALONE REMAINED AMONG 
THE KAURAVA BROTHERS. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 




ff HE BEHEADED ULOOK A WITH HIS SPEAK , SHAKEN! f S BYES BRIMMED OVER WITH TEARS. WITH 
A PEEP SIGH HE RECALLED VfDURA'S WORDS- 


"FILLED WITH FEARpSHAKUNl AND 
HIS MEN HAN AWAY- THE PAN PAVES 
REJOICED IN THEIR VICTORY. 


"AN ENRAGED SHAKONf ATTACKED SAHA9EVA WITH VARIOUS WEAPONS 
WERE OF NO AVAIL. 


HIS WOOER WAS CUT- 


" H/B BOW WAS 
BROKEN — 


| "HIS MACE WAS 
I FELLED- 


SAHAPEVA CHASED THE FLEEING SHAKUNt * 


OH FOOL ! BE A K&HRTRIYA] 
RSHT UK E A MAN! WU EVIL 
SWKUNlt COME f PAY FOR YOUR 
CUNNING MOVES IN THAT 
GAME OF V\CE - 


BUT HIS ATTEMPTS 


"AND HIS SPEAR FEU 
LIKE LIGHTNING FROM 
7 HE SKY . p 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


{t THEN WITH A VICIOUS-LOOKINS IRON SPEAR, 
BE PECK BP WITH GOLDEN FEATHERS , SAHAPEVA 
BEHEADED SHAKC/NL 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 




" WHEN HE LOOKED AROUND, HE SEW 
THE BATTLEFIELD STREWN WITH HIS 
FALLEN SOLDIERS ■ PETRIFIED WITH 
FERR, HE TOOK TO HIS HEELS. 


“a M/&HTH KINS PROTECTED 8V ELEVEN AKSHAUHINIS 
NOW HAD JUST A MACE OVER HIS SHOULDER TO 
DEFEND HIM. HE RECALLED V!DURA'S WORDS. 


“ THERE HE WAS, THE LONE WARRIOR FAC/NO AN ARM'S OF 
TWO THOUSAND CHARIOTS, SEVEN HUNDRED ELEPHANTS, 
FIVE THOUSAND HORSES AND TEN THOUSAND SOLDIERS 
WITH DHRISHTAPVUMNA IN COMMAND. THE JOVOUS SOUNDS 
OF CELEBRATION REVERBERATED IN HIS 


“ DURHODHANA STOOD ALONE, 
WITHOUT AN ARMV ORA CHARIOT, 
FORLORN AND WOUNDED. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


“PUNNING N0RTHW8RQS, HE CBME UPON $ 
LfiKE &HP OECiDEP TO IMMERSE HIMSELF 
IN IT . j -^ -- - 

.^lA . £ _ A * 1 ^ 


f/ MEANWHILE f ONS$&B WASti'S B/DPJN&, SfflVfM} 
RELEASED SfiNJBVB fiNP 1ST HIM &Q, p 



* THE HIGHEST HONOUR BESTOWEP £>N A WARRIOR. 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 





' SAN JAVA j HOW 
FORTUNATE to see 
HOU STILL ALIVE. 
VO WU KNOW 
WHERE VURW- , 
\ PHAN A IS? / 


"THE three warriors waited awhile, 
BEMOANING DURRODHANA’S DECISION-BUT 
WHEN 7HER HEARD THE SOUND OF SOLDIERS 


"ALONG WITH' SANJARA, THE V RETURNED TO THE CAMP, 
ON HEARING THE NEWS OF THE DEFEAT, THE GUARDS, 
ALREADR SHAKEN WITH WORRR, BROKE DOWN. 


“DURRODHBNA then ENTERED THE POOL AFTER MAKING THE WATER STAND 
STILL. JUST THEN, ASHWAT7HAMA, KRIPACHARUA AND KR/TAVARMA ARRIVED 
ON THE SCENE. 


"SANJAR ft GAVE THEM DURHODHANft’S MESSAGE. 
RSHWA7THAMA LOOKED TOWARDS THE LAKE AND 


" WOUNDED AND WEAR y, 7 HER WERE 

Surprised to see sanjara. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


U 7HE OLDER MEN OF THE 
CAMP, WHO WERE LOOKING 
AFTER THE LADIES, MADE 
PREPARATIONS 7 O RETURN 
TO HASTINAPURA. 



"CRHING AND WAILING, 7HE~\ 



WOMEN WERE ESCORTED 
TO THE C/TV 8T THE SEN¬ 
TRIES AND THE OLP 
MINISTERS , 


" UNABLE TO SEAR THE LONELI¬ 
NESS OF THE DESERTED CAMP, 
ASHWA77HAMA . HR/PA AND 




r ARISE O KING! ^ 

COME WITH US TO 
FIGHT yUDHISHTHIRA 
WIN AND CONQUER, 
v OR DIE IN (SUORV. j 


ON REACHING THE LAKE .THEN SOFTUi CALLED OUT TO DURHOPHANA 






f i Am so HAPpy you \s 

HAVE SURVIVED THIS ^ 
FEARFUL WAR. JUST NOW, 

I AM EXHAUSTED AND 
WOUNDED. BUT TOMORROW, 
we WILL CERTAINLV j 
V FIGHT AGAIN. JA 


11 PuPvOOHANA'S VOICE WAS HEARD FROM UNDER THE 
WATER, E-----^- 7 - 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 



GLORY T O YOU, N 
f O KING ! WE WILL 
SURELV PESTROV THEM 
I SWEAR I WILL KILL 
THEM AS SOON AS 
i PAV PAWNS' ^ 




“PELIGHTED AT DURYODHANA'S DECISION 
TO FI&HT, ASHWATTHAMA DECLARED¬ 
LY 


“SOME HUNTERS WHO HAPPENED TO COME TO THE 
LAKE TO QUENCH THEIR. THIRST OVERHEARD THE 
CONVERSATION ■f 


"THEY CONCLUDED THAT DURHODHANA 
WAS HIDDEN IN THE LAKE AND WAS BEING 
INVITED TO FIGHT AGAIN. TALKING IN 
WHISPERS, THEY SAID — 

COME, LET US 
GO FAST. MAVBE 
WE WILL GET 
SO RICH WE WILL 
NEVER HAVE TO 
WORK A6AIN. 


IF WE TELL \ 
VUPHI5HTHIRA THAT 
PURVOPHANA IS 
HIPING HERE,WE 
WILL SLIRELV BE i 
. RE WAR PEP. A 




u MEANWHILE, VUDHtSHTHIRA REALISED THAT PURYO- 
DHANA WAS MISSING AND SENT HIS SPIES IN ALL 


“OUST THEN THE HUNTERS ARRIVED AT THE CAMP. 
IGNORING THE PROTESTS OF THE GUARDS, THEY 
FORCED THEIR WAY IN. 


“ WHEN THEY RETURNED WITHOUT ANY 
CLUE OF DURYODHANA’S WHEREABOUTS, 
YUDHISHTH/RA WAS WORRIED INDEED. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



U 7H£H NAPRATED THE 
EVENTS AT THE LAKESIDE 
TO B HE EM 8 WHO REWARDED 
THEM HANDSOMELY. 


'' BHEEMR WENT OVER TO 
WDHISH7H/RA AND SAID - 


" WITH KRISHNA) IN THE LEAP, THE 

PAN DRV AS PROCEEDED TO i- 

DWA! PAY AN A. |- —I 


m MEN N 
HAVE LOCATED 
PURWDHANA. 
HE IS HIDING 
IN LAKE 
DVUAIPflHANA. . 


DURVOPHANA 
HAS BEEN FOUND! 


7 SCOP! 
LET US SO 
THERE 
AT ONCE. 


S' 


“ FORGETTING THEIR FATIGUE, ARdUNA , BHEEMA , NAKULA, SAHFDEVA, 
PARISHT/jpVUMNA , SHIR HAND/ BNP SftfWKI J VENT WITH 'iUPHtSHTHtRA 


£i THE THREE WARRIOR 5 MOVED AWBV AND 
RESTED UNDER BBMMN TREE. 


* WHEN THE SOUND OF APPROACHING BRMH 
REACHED THEIR EARS, BSHWfFFTHBMB, KRIPB 
AND RR/TAVARMA TOLD QURUODHRNR — f—T 


THE VICTORIOUS 
PANPAVAS APPEAR 
TO BE COMING HERE 
AIL OW US TO QOj 
\ OKING, 


w WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN 70 PURVO¬ 
DKA N ft NOW 7 WHAT 
WILL THE PAN PAWS 
UO t I WONDER. 


AS UOU 
WISH - 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 



DURVODHANA said 


“ VUDHISHTHIRA SHOUTED 
IN ANGER — I —== 


WITH ALL 

/ MV LOVED ONES 
DEAD, I HAVE NO 
DESIRE TO RULE. 
TAKE OVER THIS 
LAND. I WILL RETIRE 
TO THE FOREST IN 
. BARK AND 
\ DEERSKIN. 


' P o not twitter useles&lv 

LIKE A BIRD. WHAT RIGHT HAVE ^ 
VOU NOW TO GIFT THIS LAND TO 
/ME ? WOULD A PROUD KSHATRlVA 
LIKE /ME ACCEPT C HARITV ?l WILL 
CLAIM THE KINGDOM BV DEFEAT- 
\IN6 VOU IN BATTLE. COME AND 
FIGHT. 


^ WE HAVE 
' RESTED ENOUGH. 
CO/ME OUT AND FIGHT. 
CONQUER US AND 
RULE.OR BE KILLED 
.LIKE A WARRIOR. . 


’’l-X 


“REASSURED BV KRISHNA, VUDHISHTHIRA CALLED OUT 
TO DURVODHANA . - 

~w VOU HAVE CAUSED 
THE DEATH OF ALL VOUR 
DEAR ONES, AND NOW VOU 
HIDE VOURSELF. WHERE IS 
VOUR PRIPE ? VOUR VALOUR1 
VOUR PROWESS IN ARCHERV? 

ARISE AND FIGHT LIKE A 
^fiW^KSHATRIVA.O KING' 










“ON REACHING THE LAKE .VUDHISHTHIRA 
RE MARRED — 


LOOK,O KRISHNA, 
HOW THE WATERS 
HAVE BEEN STILLED BV 
DURVODHANA.LET HIM 

USE Al I HIS DPVIO/iS 


u DURVODHANA RESPONDED FROM THE 
DEPTHS OF THE WATER — 


I HAVE NO CHARIOT, 

NO WEAPON,NO ARMV- 
VET IT IS NOT FEAR OR SORROW 
THAT HAS BROUGHT ME HERE. 

1 AM OUST TOO TIRED NOW. 

LET VOUR MEN REST AWHILE 
TOO. TOMORROW WE WILL 
RESUME FI6H7ING- ^ 


%g 
¥ 


"yUDHlSHTHIRA REPLIED — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




' 7BUNTED, DURHODHANf) ROSE UP AND APPEARED 

ON THE SURFACE UKE 7HE RISING SUN ■ HE HR!? AN 
IRON MACE IN HIS HAND- irr-^ ~ 


15 NOT FAIR N* 
W FOR AN ARMV TO FIGHT 1 
y AN ISOLATED, WEAPON¬ 
LESS , ARMOURLESG, 
FATIGUED MAN. I CAN FIGHT 
ANV ONE OF YOU PiT A TIME 
I CAN EVEN KILL WU IF WE 
i FIGHT RIGHTEOUSLV LIKE 
X. TRUE KSHATRIVAS. A 


Ms GOME , LET US 
F SEE HOUR VALOUR,N 
HOUR MANHOOD. I AM 
SURE THAT EVEN IF 
LORD INDRA COMES 
TO HOUR AID TOPAV, 
YOU CANNOT a 

V ESCAPE ALIVE. A 


DURYOPHANA SAID 


f IN THAT ^6 
CASE, | CHOOSE MV 
MACE. LET ANVONE 
OF HOUR WARRIORS 
COME FORWARD TO 
OPPOSE ME . . 


" YUDHISHTHIRA REPLIED SARCAS - 
TtCALLY — 


OH!I AM 
GLAD TO HEAR 
YOU KNOW THE 
KSHATRIVA COPE 
OF CONDUCT. BUT 
AN VWAV, SINCE 
WOU ARE READV TO 
FIGHT, WE WILL 
ABIDE BV TOUR 
WISH.CHOOSE HOUR 
WEAPON AND FIGHT 
ANVONE OF US. 

THE REST WILL 
JUST BE 
SPECTATORS. 


DuRYODHANR FLAILED AROUND HIS ARMS 
IN FRUSTRATION, SIGHED REPEATEDLY, BUT 
REMAINED INSIDE. HE SAID — £= 


YOU HAVE VPUR 
ARMV, CHARIOTS AND 
WEAPONS. I AM ALONE,OUT-1 
NUMBERED AND WITHOUT 
A CHARIOT. HOW CAN I 
POSSIBLY FIGHT... 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 



**7 BUT PIP you NOT 
f KNOW THE RULES Of \ 
CONDUCT WHEN yOU 1 
SURROUNDED ABHIMANyu? 
ONLV WHEN THEy FACE A ’ i 
PROBLEM THEMSELVES, 1 
L DO MEN QUOTE FROM A 
jfe. LOW BOOKS- / 


7 I WILL FIGHT OIL 
OF you BUT ONE AT 
A TIME, you RIGHTE¬ 
OUS WARRIORS 
KNOW THE RULES 
L Of CONDUCT. A 


“ y UDH/SHTHIRA 7HEN MADE A 
MAGNANIMOUS OFFER. — fTT - 


/you MA4 
'CHOOSE ANy ONE 
OF US TO FIGHT 
WITH 400. AND IF 
40U. KILL ONE OF 
US IN THE FIGHT, 
y WE WILL ANOINT 
V 40U KING ■ J 


“durvodhanA put on the golden ARMOUR and the 

HEADGEAR OFFERED TO HIM 


“ THRILLED TO SEE PURWDHANA EMERGE 
AT LAST, THE PANDAVAS REJOICED AND 
CLASPED ONE ANOTHER'S HANDS. 


“KRISHNA, WHO HAD BEEN WATCHING SILENTLV FOR 
A WHILE, SAID TO VUDHISHTHIRA WITH EXTREME 


ANGER — 

-- 1 t- 


HOW COULD you 


ASK HIM TO FIGHT ANy ONE 

of you ?oNiy bheema is 

POWERFUL ENOUGH TO FACE 
PURUOPHANA IN A MACE COMBAT, 
BUT HE HAS NO PRACTICE. PURyO- 
DHANA HAS BEEN PRACTISING FOR 


...THIS IS GOING TO 
BE ANOTHER GAME OF 
DICE . you KNOW THAT 
PRACTICE IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN SKILL 
IN A DUEL . NO ONE 
CAN BEAT DURVOPHANA 
IN A FAIR MACEFIGH7. 


'DURVOPHANA DECLARED — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




‘ BHEEMA CAME FORWARD and reassured 
KRISHNA — r— -— 


KRISHNA WAS OVERJOYED 


/ YES ! BHEEMA - IT IS Y 014 
WHO KILLED THE OTHER SONS OF 
DM RITA RASHTRA. NOW KILL DORYO- 
PHANA AND PLACE THE WORLD AT 
YUDHISHTHIRA'S FEET. BUT TAKE 
\ CARE! PURYOPHflNA HfiS 807H 

SKILL AND EXPERIENCE. / 


7 DO NOT WORRY, 
O KRISHNA.! WILL 
DEFINITELY KILL 
DURYOOHANA 
V TODAY- > 


BHEEMA WENT UP TO DURYOPHANA AND DECLARED 


WHAT IS THE 
USE OF BOASTING 
COME AND FIGHT 


/ RECALL ALL YOUR MISDEEDS, 

O DURYODHANA.THE TORTURES 
AND INSULTS YOU HURLED AT 
US. BECAUSE OF YOU, 8HEESHMA 
DRONA, KARNA AND SHALVA 
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES- 
’’v TODAY IT IS YOUR TURN. , 


“THE FIGHT WAS ABOUT TO START, WHEN 

BALARAMA, who hap been away on a 
PILGRIMAGE, ARMVEP THERE. KRISHNA 
AND THE PANPAVAS RUSHEP TO GREET HIM, 


KRISHNA SAID 


COME AND 
WATCH YOUR 
DISCIPLES 
_ IN ACTION. 


I HAVE RETURNED 
AFTER FORTY TWO DAYS 
ON PILGRIMAGE. I AM 
ANXIOUS TO SEE MY 
n. PUPILS- 
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THE KURUS ROUTED 






'‘&HEEMA AND DURYODHANA 

raised their maces in a 

6REETING -TO BALARAMA. 


“ALL OF THEM PROCEEDED THERE. DURYODHANA, WITH HIS HEAP 
HELP HIGH AND MACE ALOFT, WALKED PROUDLY AMONG THE 
PAN PAY AS. SOON THEY REACHED THE BANKS OF THE RIVER. 
SARASWATI. BHEEMA AND DURYODHANA GOT RE APT FOR 


"AFTER DESCRIBING THE 
PILGRIMAGE AT LENGTH, 
BALARAMA SAID TO 
YUPHISHTHIRR. 


'/If I & QUITE CLOSE 

BY. LET THE DUEL 
TAKE PLACE THERE 
FOR THOSE WHO 
DIE THERE ARE 
SURE TO ATTAIN 
HEAVEN- 


"LIKE TWO ENRAGED ELEPHANTS, 
THEY FACED EACH OTHER. TWO 
HANDSOME MEN, WITH MACES 
a BNT ON DESTRUCTION. 


— 
“SO THEY ALL SAT AROUND THE 
ARENA. THE BLUE-CLAD BALARAMA 


"ADDRESSING YUPWSHTHIRA, 
PURYODHANA SAID PROUDLY- 


BRAVE WARRIORS! 
SIT NEAR US AND 
WITNESS THE FIGHT, 


f A 


C<a>£ ^P ) 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


“WE FIGHT WPS FIERCE. SOON WITH MiGHTV SLOWS OF THEIR MACES, 
THEY WERE BOTH WOUNDED AND THEY BLED PROFUSELY. 



1180 




























THE KURUS ROUTED 


" WHILE BALARAMA PROUDLY WATCHED HIS 
PUPILS , ARJUNA ASKED KRISHNA ANXIOUSLY 


' TELL ME, 
KRISHNA, WHO 
IS THE SUPERIOR 
OF THE TWO ? 



“ BHEEMA AND DURNODHANA WERE MEANWHILE 
FI6HT/N6 FIERCELY. PURYODHANA SPRANG UP 
IN THE AIR TO DODGE 


'‘CATCHING BHEEM A *5 ERE , ARJUNA MEANING — 
FULLY STRUCK HIS OWN THIGH FORCEFULLY . 



“CATCHING THE HINT, AND REMEMBERING HIS VOW, 8HEEMA WAITED FOR 
A CHANCE. AFTER THE NEXT BOUT IN WHICH DURYODHANA ALMOST MADE 

HIM FAINT, BHEEM A TRIED TO ANTICIPATE HIS ■-i 

ADVERSARY’S NEXT MOVE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





As enough[bheema. 

f YOli HAVE FULFILLED 
WUR VOW. DO NOT INSULT' 
HIM SO. AFTER ALL HE IS 
OUR BROTHER, A KINS AND 
THE LORD OF ELEVEN 
^ AKSHAUHINIS- J 


YUDHISHTff/RR STEPPED FORWARD. 


vrv> 


REPRIMANDING BHEEMA, VUDHISHTHIRA 
WENT TO DURWDHANA TO TELL HIM 
HOW LUCKV HE WAS TO PIE AND ATTAIN 
HEAVEN WHILE THEV WERE PESTINEP 
TO LIVE ON IN A WORLD BEREFT OF SO 
MANV LOVED ONES. THUS THE 
RIGHTEOUS VUDHISHTHIRA BEMOANED 
THE FALL OF DURVODHANA. 


"THUS ENDS 7 HE THIRTY-EIGHTH 
SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF WASP’S 
IMMORTAL / THi ASA , MAMA BHARA 78 ■ 


“ WHEN OUR WOMAN A JUMPED UP NEXT 
TIME J BHEEMA MIT OUT FORCEFULLY AT 
HIS THIGHS . I- 


“ WITH HIS THIGHS BROKEN, DURYOPHANA COLLAPSED 
TO THE GROUND. 




a THE ELATEp PANDAVAS CAME CLOSER TO SEE 
THE FALLEN HERO. PROUDLY BHEEMA RICKED 
DURYODHANA’S CROWN AND Put HIS FOOT ON 
H/S HEAD. 

(YOU WICKED MAN! 

YOU CHEAT! SUFFER 
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AFTER THE WAR 




THE FACT THAT HIS FAVOURITE 
PUPIL PURWPHANA HAP BEEN 
UNJUSTLY ATTACKEP ANP 
WOUNPEP BV 8HEEMA FJLLEP 
BA L ARAM A WITH INPkSNATION. 








‘ SHAKING WITH FURY, HE ADDRESSED 
BHEEMA — I- 


HITTING BELOW THE NAVEL 
IS AGAINST THE RULES OF A 
PUEL WITH MACES -O KRISHNA, 
PURTODHANA WAS AS STRONG 
AS I BUT BHEEMA FLOUTEP 
. the RULES OF COMBAT. 


SHAME ON YOU, 
BHEEMA! 
SHAME ON YOU ! 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' dALARAMA, HOWEVER ., WOULD NOT BE 
PACIFIED. I_ ..._ 


I DECLARE BHEEMA’S 
CONDUCT IN THE WAR 
AS UNWORTHV OF A 
v KSHATRIYA- 


“KRISHNA TRIED TO RESTRAIN HIM. 


THERE IS NO NEED FOR SUCH A DISPLAY 
OF ANGER A6AINST BHEEMA . REMEMBER. 
HOW HE HAP VOWED TO CRUSH 
PURVODHANA’S THIGH WHEN PRAUPADI 
■s. WAS PISGRACED? ^ 


“IN HIS RAGE, HE RUSHED AT BHEEMA 
WITH HIS PLOUGH*HELD ALOFT. 


YOU CANNOT TOLERATE THIS N 
SINGLE OFFENCE. HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN HOW THE KAURAVAS 
KILLED ABHIMANVU ? COME, 
CALM 


* THE PLOUGH WAS BALARAIAA’S 
PERSONAL WEAPON 
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AFTER THE WAR 



BRAVO! WHO BUT 
HOU COULD DEFEAT 
THAT VALIANT PURyO 
> DHANA. 


r OUR HAIR 
STILL STANDS 
ON END WITH 
THE EXCITE¬ 
MENT OF 
k THAT DUEL- j 


HOUR FAME WILL 
SPREAP IN THE 
WHOLE WORLD ftg 
^ NOW. I, 


ENOUGH t LET US NOT 
TR H TO KILL AN ENEMV WHO 
IS ALREADV VANQUISHED- 
COME. SIT ON WUR CHARIOTS 
AND RETURN TO THE CAMP. 
FORGET ABOUT THIS MAN. 

HE IS BUT A PIECE OF 
V DRV WOOD NOW- / 


PHR.ITftRftSH T Rfl INTERRUPTS/? 
SftNUftHP’S NftRRftT/ON- j- 


“ThEH SHOWERED BHEEMft WITH WORDS OF PRAISE - 

T*T7F% —F 1 - % - 


yr delirious 
WITH 6QH, 
THEV BLEW 
LUSTILY THE 
CONCH-SHELLS, 
ANP BEAT 
V THE DRUMS. 


HOW DIP THE 
OTHER PANPAVAS 
REACT TO BHEEMAfe 
^ ACT? v 




KR10HNA INTERVENES* 

-—---- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



r o VOU SON OF 
A SLAVE I ARE WU 
NOT ASHAMED OF 
VOURSELF ? VOU HAVE 
BEEN UNJU&T AND 
UNKIND TO US ALL 
v THROUGH. V* 


IT WAS VOU WHO 
REMINDED BHEEMA 
ABOUT HIS VOW TO 
BREAK MV THIGHS. 


^ IT WAS VOU 
WHO CAUSED BHEESHMA’S 
POWNFALL BV USING 
SHI KHAN Pi AS A FRONT. 


VOU LEP > 
KARNA TO 
USE HIS SHAKTI 
AGAINST GHATCT- 
KACHA.THUS 
SAVING VOUR / 
OWN DEAR L 
l ARJUNA- V> 


.iy"WA& IT NOT ^ 
W VOUR IPEA TO 
'MAKE THE RIGHTEOUS 
VUPHISHTHlRA TELL 
A LIE THAT ASHWflfT- 
THAMA WAS PEAD 
ANP MAKE PRONA . 
% TO LAV POWN A 
kV ARMS ? 


" ON HEARING KRISHNA SPEAK THUS, PURVOPHANA 
PUSHEP HIMSELF UPRIGHT ANP EXCLAIMED— 
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AFTER THE WAR 





' I HAVE NO \ 
REGRETS ANP I AM ^ 
HAPPV TO PIE AS 
A BRAVE K5HATRIVA. 
^ I AM SURE TO 
hi ATTAIN HEAVEN, j 


7 you ARE < 

SUFFERING 
NOW AS A 
RESULT OF YOUR 
OWN MIS- 
W PEEPS. J 


“KRISHNA RETOR.TEP — 


“ SLOWING TRIUMPHANTLY ON THEIR CONCH SHELLS, THE 
PAN PAW) S MADE THEIR WAY BACK TO THE CAMP. 


"NO SOONER HAP QURYOPHANA MADE 

THIS PRONOUNCEMENT THAN THE - 

HEAVENS SHOWEREP FRAGRANT 


K 


“ THE PANPAY AS FEU A LITTLE ASHAMEP OF THEM¬ 
SELVES ANP EMBARRASSEP AT THIS CELESTIAL 
APPROVAL OF OURYOPHANA'S WORPS. KRISHNA THEN 
EXPLA1NEP — 

7 IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE io KILL MIGHTV 
WARRIORS LIKE BHEESHMA , DllRWPHANA?! 

KARNA ANP PRONA BV ALTOGETHER 
. RIGHTEOUS MEANS. HAP I NOT INTERVEN- 
YOU WOULP NEVER HAVE 
ABLE TO WIN THE WAR- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



REft'OVE VPUR SANPEEVA 
AND THE CELESTIAL QUIVERS 
FROM THE CHARIOT AND 
\ COME P0WN. S 


U AS SOON AS KRISHNA PESCENPEP FROM 
THE CHARIOT, THE MONKEY WHICH HAP 
APORNEP 7HE BANNER. SO FAR SUPDENUi 


S/ANtSHEQ. 


“AND THE GREAT CHARIOT , WHICH HAP WITH - 
STOOP THE CELESTIAL WEAPONS OF PRONA ANP 
KARNA, WENT UP IN f —T7 
FLAMES. |- y// 




" THEV FIRST WENT TO 
PUR HO PH ANA'S QUARTERS, 

NOW PESERTEP ANP P&SOLATE. 


l< THE OTHERS SOT POWN FROM THEIR CHARIOTS . KRISHNA 
SAIP TO ARJUNA — 
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AFTER THE WAR 



“IN AN INSTANT THE ENTIRE CHARIOT 
INCLUDING THE HORSES AND REINS 
WAS REDUCED TO ASHES. TT - 7 — 7 ? 


“ WHILE THE REST OF THE PANDAVAS WATCHED THIS 
MIRACLE WITH AWE AND FEAR JEJUNA FEU AT 
KRISHNA’S FEET, r- . T ~ ~ m 


O KRISHNA • HOW 
PIP THIS HAPPEN ? HOW 
COULD THE CHARIOT 
SUPPENLY BE BURNT 
V DOWN ? - 


“KRISHNA GENTLH EXPLAINED 


V NOW THAT YOUR ^ 
MIGHTY TASK IS 

COMPLETED,) HAVE 
ABANPONEP IT. SO THE 
CHARIOT IS NOW A 

V HEAP OF ASHES, y 


THIS CHARIOT HAP ALREADY 
BEEN BURNT AND CHARREP BY 
THE REPEffTEP ONSLAUGHT OF 
THE ENEMY’S WEAPONS. BUT 
AS LONG AS I SAT IN IT, IT 
V APPEAREP TO BE INTACT. P 


“SMILING, KRISHNA THEN EMBRACED HUDHISHTHIRA AND SAID 


IT IS BY YOUR GRACE, 

O LORD , THAT WE HAVE 
WON THIS WAR. 


IT IS FORTUNATE THAT 
HOD HAVE EMER6EP 
VICTORIOUS IN THIS WAR. 
REMEMBER HOW YOU HAP 
ASKEP ME TO PROTECT 
ARJUNA ? HERE HE HAS 
EMERGEP UNSCATHEP 
FROM THE TERRIBLE WAR,. 
ANP IS SAFE ANP SOUNPJ 
WITH ALL HIS 5 

v brothers. — 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




r \ FEEL, 

O KRISHNA, IT 
WOULD BE BEST 
IF HOU COULQ GO 
TO HAS7JNAPURA 

ANP pacify 

X GANPHARi. A 


f WITH YOUR REASONING 
AND PERSUASIVE TALK ,WU 
WILL SURELY CALM HER DOWN. 

THE VENERABLE SAGE VYASA 
v WILL ALSO BE PRESENT 
X THERE, A 


r IT WOULD ^ 
BE BETTER NOT 
TO RETURN TO 
OUR OWN CAMP 
V TONIGHT. > 


WE WILL 
follow YOUR 
ADVICE. 


' WHEN THBV WERE SETTLING POWN FOR THE N/OHT, VUDHISH7HIRE REMARKED —- 






VEKILV 


THE 


SflGE VVflSA HAL? 
TOLL? ME ‘WHERE THERE 


IS PHflRMfl* THERE IS 
KRISHNA. WHERE THERE 
IS KRISHNA THERE 
V IS V1CTOR7? ^ 


"LATER, AS THEY SAT AROUND RELAXED, 


“ BEFORE NIGHTFALL, THEY ALL PROCEEDED TO THE 
BANKS OF THE RIVER NEAR BY. 


KRISHNA SAID 


% RIGHTEOUSNESS 
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AFTER THE WAR 


“KRISHNA READ! IS AGREED AND LEFT 
FOR HASTINA PUR A ON HIS CHARIOT. 


JANAMEJAVA INTERRUPTED 
VAISHAMPA VAN A — 





NECESSARV 
SENP KRISHNA 
THIS TASK ? 


VES,IT WAS. VUPHISHTHIRA 
REALISED HOW GANDHARI 
WOULD HAVE BEEN AFFECTEP 
BV THE NEWS OF THE PERTH 
OF HER SONS. UNASSUAGED, 
THAT VIRTUOUS WOMAN'S 
ANGER COULD ANNIHILATE 
THE WHOLE WORLD. THAT IS 
WHV VUDHISHTHIRA REQUESTED 
THE LORD HIMSELF TO RUSH 
TO HASTINAPURA AND SAVE 
THE SITUATION. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





| “ TURNING 70 6SNDHER!, KRISHNA S/HP — 


VO HOU REMEMBER 
VOU HAP SAIP TO 
PURVOPHANA THAT THE 
RIGHTEOUS WOULP 
ALWAVS WIN. VOUR 
WORPS HAVE PROVE P 
TRUE TOPAV. 




" 6SNDHSR! REPLIED 


El 


6UESSED CORRECT- 
KRISHNA, MY MIND 
WAS IN GREAT TORMENT. 
BUT HOUR WORPS OF 
WISPOM HAVE HELPEP 
ME TO CONTROL MV- 
SELF ANP BANISH 
THE ANGER WITH IN. 
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AFTER THE WAR 



“MEANWHILE, ACCOMPANIED BY KRtPACHARVA AND KRITAVARMA 
ASH WATT HAM A RUSHED 70 SEE THE DYING DURYOPHANA- 


PANPAVAS 


“KRISHNA THEN RETURNED TO THE PAN DAVES 
AND TOLD THEM WHAT HAP HAPPENED. — — — 


...SO WE MUST 
8E CAREFUL ANP 
ALERT TONIGHT. 


j “KRISHNA SAT FOR A WHILE TRYING 
[ TO CONSOLE THE AGED RING AND THE 
DESOLATE MOTHER. WITH HIS SOOTH¬ 
ING WORDS AND GENTLE MANNER. 


H7 


OUST THEN,HE DIVINED THE EVIL PLOT EVOLVING IN 
ASHWATTHAMA'S MIND. STANDING UP WITH A START, 

HE SAID 70 SAGE VYASA. ■■■■I ■ ■■M| 

'' 1 MUST TAKE YOUR 

LEAVE NOW. ASH WAT- _ 
THAMA HAS THOUGHT tej! 
OF A WICKED PLAN TO 
DESTROY THE 


“BOTH GANPHARI AND DHRnARASHTRA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





W VET I AM HAPPY THAT ~ 
' NEVER ONCE DIP I TURN 
MV BACK IN WAR. IT WAS 
ONLY BV CHEATING THAT 
THE ENEMY COULP DESTROY 
ME. I HAVE BEEN TRUE TO 
MY DUTY AS A KSHATRIYA. 
V SO PO NOT GRIEVE FOR > 
ME , FRIENPS. ^ 


' EVERYTHING IN THIS 
WORLD IS PESTINEP FOR 
DESTRUCTION. APPARENTLY 
MY MOMENT OF POOM HAS 
ALSO COME* HENCE YOU 
k FIND ME IN THIS 
"V STATE. ^ 


'•QUICKtM THE V 307 OFF FROM 7 MS CHAR/OT AND SAT 
BES/PE MW. f 


fc 


"ASHWATTHAMA COULO NOT BEAR TO 
SEE THE KING IN THIS PATHETIC STATE. 
WITH TEARS IN HIS EVES, HE SAID— 


“ OURWDHANA TOO BROKE POWN AT 
ASHWATTHAMA'S PISPLAV OF SORROW . 


OH ! WHAT IS THIS 
WORLP WHERE A 
KING OF YOUR MIGHT 
AND STATURE CAN 
BE LEFT TO ROLL 


WHERE IS YOUR GREAT 
ARMY, YOUR ROYAL 

umbrella, your pomp 

AND VALOUR ? SURELY 
NOTHING IN THE WORLP 
CAN BE RELIED UPON. IT 
IS TRANSIENT ANP 
EPHEMERAL. 
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AFTER THE WAR 



" 7 HE 7 ERRS IN DURPOPHENE’S EVES 

filled fl&Hwmrm/m with rage. 


CLENCHING HIS 
FISTS HE > 
SHIP— /A 


...I SWEAR TO YOU 
BY EVERYTHING SACRED 
THAT I WILL SEND ALL 
THE PANCHALAS ANp THE 
PANDAVAS TO DEATH 
TONIGHT.GIVE ME YOUR. 
PERMISSION TO DO SO- 


EVEN MY FATHER'S 
DEATH BROUGHT ABOUT BY DECEIT 
DID NOT HURT M£ AS MUCH AS 
YOUR DESTRUCTION AT THE HANDS 
OF THOSE WICKED PANDAVAS... 


PURNODHENE WES TOUCHED. OPPRESSING KR/PE, HE SEIP 


ACHARYA,PLEASE 
BRING WATER IN 
A VESSEL- 




WHEN KRtpfiCHERHE PtD SO, DURWPHBm SHIP FORM ft LIT 


I REQUEST YOU TO 
INSTALL ASHWATTHAMA 
AS THE COMMANDER/- 
OF OUR ARMY. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



“THEY RESTED FOR A WHILE. SOON THE dOYOuS 
SOUNDS OF CELEBRATION FROM THE PANDA VA 
CAMP PUT FEAR IN THEIR HEARTS AND THEY 
MOVED DEEPER INTO THE FOREST - 


“WORRY a NO WOUNDED, KR/TAVARMA AND HR I PR - 
CHE RYE FELL ASLEEP AS SOON SS THEY LAY DOWN . 
&U7 ASH WAT THAMA COULD NOT, 1 W r —WSM - 




"ASH WAT THAMA EMBRACED THE PROSTRATE 
DURYOQHANA IN FREE WELL FIND THE THREE WARRIORS 
LEFT THE KING TO SPEND THE DARK NIGHT SLONE. 


* KRIPACHARYA POURED THE WATER 

over ashwatthama as a ritual 

OF THE CEREMONIAL BATH. 


“SOON THEY SIGHTED THE CAMP, BUT WARY 
OF THE PANDAVA&, THEY HALTED IN A NEARBY 
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AFTER THE WAR 





“ANGER. AND VENGEFUL THOUGHT5 HAD ROBBED HIS EVES 
OF SLEEP. LOOKING VACANTLY AROUND HIM, HE GAZED UP 
AT THE BANYAN TREE. - TMM — TJT^ - 




* A V 3f»VJ 


y 


u/*'V 




•W 


“MANY CROWS WERE PERCHED PEACEFULLY IN THEIR NESTS 
ON THE MYRIAD BRANCHES OF THE OLD BANYAN TREE. PEACE 
AND TRANQUILLITY REIGNED IN THE PARK FOREST. SUDDENLY 
THE SILENCE WAS PIERCED BY THE SCREECH OF A TERRIBLE- 
LOOKING OWL. 


‘1 








r u u 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 






a 


IN A MATTER OF MOMENTS , 1HE PLACE WAS STREWN 
WITH THE REMAINS OF A MyRtfif? CROWS - THE OWL 
SEEMED PLEASED WITH HIMSELF 




" WATCHING) THIS FROM BELOW, AN tPEA 
TOOK ROOT IN ASHWATIHAMA'S Ml NO- 





7 


IT IS WISER TO USE A 
FOOLPROOF THOUGH FOUL 
METHOD THAN TARE A 
FOOLHARDY CHANCE TO 
DEFEAT THEM IN A FAIR 
FIGHT NOW. LIKE THIS 
OWL, I TOO WILL ATTACK 
THE UNSUSPECTING 
PANDAVAS WHILE 
THEY ARE ASLEEP. 



f LISTEN ! I HAVE 
THOUGHT OF AN 
EXCELLENT IDEA- 
WE WILL ATTACK AND 
KILL THE PANPAVAS 
WHILE THEY ARE 
^ ASLEEP. / 


"EXCITEP AT THE PROSPECT , HE ROUSEO KRIPA 
ANP KRITAVARMA FROM THEIR SLUMBER, mm 
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AFTER THE WAR 



^ VALOUR AND VIRTUE 
r ARE BOTH ESSENTIAL FORAN| 
MAN. IT IS FUTILE MERELY 
TO THINK OF A ©OOP PEEP 
WITHOUT TAKING ANV ACTION 
IT IS EQUALLY FOOLISH TO 
PLUNGE INTO ACTIVITY • 
v WITHOUT ANY CONSIDERS- / 
IK TION OF RIGHT ANP 
I WRONG- >V,i 


“ASHWATTHAMA COULD NOT PEN'S THE WISDOM OF THE ACHARVA’S WORDS 


VET HE WRS ADAMANT. 


everyone OF US 
FEELS convinced that ^ 

HIS WAV OF THINKING IS 
THE ONLY RIGHT ANP PROPER 
ONE. I HAVE MADE UP MV A 
k MIND AND I WILL ACT A 
ACCORDINGLY. 


^ THE PANPAVAS WILL N 
BE SLEEPING PEACEFULLY 
WITH THEIR ARMOURS CAST 
OFF. ONLY AFTER I HAVE KILL¬ 
ED ALL OF THEM WILL I FEEL 
I HAVE AVENGED THE 
V DEATH OF MY FATHER. A 


“HORRIFIED AT HIS SUGGESTION, THEY 
GAZED AT HIM SPEECHLESS WITH 
SHOCK. ASHWATTHAMA SAID — 


A MIGHTY RULER OF 
ELEVEN AKSHAUHINIS 
LIES IN THE DUST. ONLY 
THREE OF US NOW REMAIN 
FROM THAT ARMY. WHAT DO 
YOU THINK WE CAN DO NOW 
K TO SET MATTERS RIGHT? 


" KR/PACHARVA TRIED TO COUNSEL THE EXCITED 
ASHWATTHAMA . I---=»--v- 




r PURYODHANA WAS 6REEDY 
AND ILL-ADVISED. CRUEL AND 
IMPATIENT, HE REFUSED TO 
LISTEN TO WELL-MEANING 
FRIENDS ANP MADE ENEMIES 
OF THE PANDAVAS. WE 
FOLLOWED HIM ANP HAVE / 
. REACHED THIS SORRY 
STATE. 


mr MY OWN MIND ^ 
r NOW REFUSES TO * 
FUNCTION. LET US NOW 
GO TO DHRITARASHTR.A, 
GANPHARI AND VIDURA 
AND SEEK THEIR COUNSEL. 
THEY WILL SURELY 
L GUIDE US PROPERLY. J 








«. r 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





WAIT ! 

ASHWATTHAMA. 
WE "TOO WILL 
v COME WITH A 


THEN HURRV UP. % 
PON VOUR ARMOUR 
ANP TARE UP TOUR 
WEAPONS- A _y 


“ KRlPACHARVA SAlP - 


“ASHWATTHAMA SAPP THROUGH THE ACHARUAS GENTLE 
PERSUASION. HE SHOUTED — rrs . _ . . - 2 - 


X you SEEM 
' TO HAVE MAPE 
UP VOUR MINP. BUI, 
ANVWAy, SLEEP 
AWHILE ANP REST 
V0UR5ELF. TOMORROW 
MORNING WE WILL 
BOTH COME WITH W 
TO ATTACK THE 
PANPAVAS.yOU WILL 
1 FEEL REFRESHEP 
X AFTER SOME REST. 


' FILLEP WITH ANXIETy, 
BORROW, ANGER OR PESIRE 
SLEEP ? | AM TROUBLEP BV 
ALL OF THESE. I CANNOT 
CONTROL MVSELF NOW. 

I WILL REST ONLV AFTER 
GETTING RIP OF ALL THE 




“WHEN ASHWATTHAMA BEGAN 70 HARNESS 
T HE HORSES 70 HIS CHARIOT, KR/TAVARMA 
ANP KRIPACHARVA TOO GOT UP. 

xr$F- 


“ASHWATTHAMA WHISPERED 70 
HIS COMPANIONS — 


“AT THE GA7E OF THE CAMP, A STRANGE SIGHT MET 
THEIR EVES-AN ENORMOUS MONSTER LOOMED 
LARGE IN THEIR PATH. 
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AFTER THE WAR 




“EVEN THE RATHASHAKT! SENT S</ ASHWA1- 
THAMA, FAILED TO MAKE ANV IMPACT. HE 
THEN TOOK UP HIS SWORD TO 
ATTACK. 


“THE SWORD TOO DISAPPEARED INTO THE 
MOUTH OF THE MONSTER AS DID THE MACE THAT 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"LORD SHIVA APPEARED BEFORE HIM, AND SAID WITH A LAUGH 


I WAS PROTECTING 
THE PANCHALAS FOR 
THE SAKE OF My 
FAVOURITE DEVOTEE 
KRISHNA- 0 UT NOW 
THEIR LIFE IS AT AN 
END. HERE,TAKE 
v THIS DAGGER. A 


ff W«£« HE MEDITATED FORA WHILE,A GOLDEN ALTAR APPEARED BEFORE HIM. FROM IT EMERGED 
HUGE BEINGS WITH STRANGE FEATURES AND GROTESQUE LIMBS, f 


" THE GHASTLV CREATURES WHO DANCED 
AND ROMPED BEFORE HIM WERE ACTUALLY 
ATTENDANTS OF LORD SHIVA. \ - ~r ~?— 


"REALISING THIS, A6HWATTHAMA CUMBED INTO THE 
BLAZING ALTAR. 1- 7 7 7 - 7 - == ^--7- 


" O LORD, I MAKE 
AN OFFERING OF 
My SELF TO VOU. 

please Accept 

- MV GIFT. A 


20 
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AFTER THE WAR 


"ASHWATTHAMA WENT STRAIGHT TO 
PHRISHTADWUMNA’S TENT 


“ WITH A SWIFT KICK, ASHWATTHAMA ROUSED THE 
SLEEPING PHR/SHTAPHUMNA . \ - 



" HE WOKE UP WITH ft START AND TRIED TO 
GET UP. ASHWATTHAMA PULLED HIM BT THE 
HAIR AND THREW HIM DOWN ON THE FLOOR. 


"ASHWATTHAMA PRESSED PHRISHTAPUUMNA 
DOWN WITH HIS FEET AND BE6AN TO RAIN BLOWS 
ON HIM. 



"HE LAUGHED CRUELLH AS HE STOMP¬ 
ED OVER PHRISHTAPHUMNA. 



"THUS, AFTER KICKING AND CRUSHING DHRlSHTAD'/UMNA 
TO DEATH, ASHWATTHAMA BEGAN ATTACKING THE OTHER 
WARRIORS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



HURRV UP!RUN ! 

RUN! SOME RAKSHASA HAS 
ENTERED THE CAMP AND 
v KILLED DHRISHTADVUMNA 


"LIKE MUTE AND HELPLESS ANIMALS, 
MANY WARRIORS WERE SLAUGHTERED 
BY ASHWFfTTHAMA. I-1-ST 


"SOON SHIKHANPI ANP THE OTHER WARRJOR 3 , 
■WHO HAD EARLIER ESCAPEP THE MIGHT 1 / BATTLE 
UNSCATHEP, WERE K/LLEP WHILE STILL HALF 
ASLEEP. MNV\ "-SsT --■ ■ ^Kssuhrs 


"ONE BY ONE, ALL THE SONS OF PRAUPAPI 
ANP ALL THE PANCHALAS WERE K/LLEP. 


"IN HIS FUR/, ASHWATTHAMA ATTACKED EVEN THE 
ANIMALS OF THE ENEMY CAMP. \ -— 


"THE SAME CRUEL PROCESS WAS 
REPEATED OVER ANP OVER AGAIN 

HU ITT 


<( 7 H£ CRY OF THE VICTIMS WOKE UP THE GUARDS RHP 
THE WOMENFOLK . THEY SCREENED RLOUp. ,- 
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AFTER THE WAR 



"IN ft BID TO HELP ftSHWftTTHftMft, THEN SET FIRS TO THE CftMP FROM THREE SIPES. 


"ftSHWftTTHftMft WAS LIKE PERTH 
INCftRNftTE, RUNNING HITHER. ftNP 
THITHER, SWORP IN HftNP. 


" THE SOLDIERS WHO BSC ft PEP HIS FUR</ WERE 
CRUSHED UNDER. THE ANIMALS WHO RftN AMOK 
IN THE PftRR NIGHT. 


‘SLEEP'S ftNP CONFUSED WITH FEftR,SOME SOLDIERS 
TRIED TO RUN OUT OF THE CftMP. BUT KRITAVARMA ftNP 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"W THE BRIGHT U&HT Of THE URGING 
FIRE A&HWATTHAMA MANAGED TO 
DESTROY THE ENTIRE ARM'S. 


, SO THAT WHEN HE EMERGED AT PR'S BREAK AFTER 
THE MASSACRE, THE CAMP LAV AS SILENT AS IT HAP 
BEEN WHEN HE HAP ENTERED IT EARLIER IN THE 
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AFTER THE WAR 


"THE NEWS REVIVED 
DURYODHANA LONG ENOUGH 
71 OS/fy — p 




ASHWATTHAMA! 
you have pone 
FOR ME WHAT 
BHEE5HMA, 
DRONA OR KARNA 
COULD NOT PO- 
BLESS YOU ! 
NOW WE WILL 
ALL MEET IN 
HEAVEN. 


" WITH THESE WORDS, 
PURYODHANA BREATHED 
HIS LAST. THE MIGHTY 
WARRIOR WHO HAD SEEN 
THE FIRST TO ENTER. THE 
BATTLEFIELD WAS AMONG 
THE LAST TO P)B , | - 


"BRIEFLY EMBRACING THE 
DEPARTED KING QURYOPHANA 
THE THREE WARRIORS LEFT THE 

PLACE^m 





" VAISHAMPAYANA 
CONTINUED HIS 
NARRATION — 


WHEN SANdAYA HEARD THE NEWS OF 
DURYCDHANA’S DEATH,HE LOST THE 
POWER OF THE DIVINE VISION BESTOWED 
ON HIM BY SAGE VVASA. MEANWHILE, 
PHRISHTAPYUMNA’S CHARIOTEER HAD 
SOMEHOW ESCAPED THE MASSACRE AND 
RUSHED TO VUDHISHTHlRA WITH THE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


‘ON RECOVERING, 1UPHISHTH/RA 
LAMENTEP ALOUP. 

~7 ALAS ! I HAVE LOST DLL 
(AFTER WINNING THE WAR. 
m WARRIORS WHO HAP 
ESCAPED THE ARROWS OF THE 
MIGHTV KARNA AND PRONA 
HAVE BEEN KILLED BY 
THEIR OWN CARELESS¬ 
NESS. 




"HE COULP NOT BEAR TO SEE THAT AWFUL 
SIGHT ANP,CRVING INCONSOLABLE FELL 



“EVEN AS THE OTHER PANPAVAS TRIBP TO CONSOLE 
Hm,NAKULA ARRIVEP ON THE SCENE WITH PRAUPAPI. 



"A6ITATEP AS SHE WAS WITH THE 
NEWS, THE SCENE OF MASSACRE WAS 
TOO TRAGIC A SIGHT FOR HER. 
BHEEMA CAUGHT HER JUST IN TIME 
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AFTER THE WAR 




~p? IT 15 NOT SAFE ^ 

r TO LET BHEEMA GO ALONE. 

ASHWATTHAMA HA5 IN HIS 
POSSESSION A POWERFUL WEAPON 
CALLED BRAHMASHIRA* WHICH CAN 
SET THE WORLD AFLAME. 


| AM BURNING 
WITH RA6E AT 
THIS MONSTROUS 
ACT. NOW YOU 
/MUST AVENGE 
OUR DEAR ONES’ 
DEATHS. I SWEAR 
V I WILL NOT MOVE 
I FROM HERE TILL 
i YOU KILL THAT 
■ WICKED SON 
h,. OF DRONA. 


"SHE TOOK UP A POSE OF MEDITATION RNP SR7 DOWN 
RIGHT THER£ ON THE BATTLEFIELD- VUPHISHTHtRA TRIED 
70 PERSON WITH HEP. EZ-■?>--7 


r VOU KNOW THAT YOUR T) 
BROTHERS AND SONS 
HAVE DIED LIKE HEROES ON 
THE BATTLEFIELD. NOW 
ASHWATTHAMA HAS 
ESCAPED INTO THE / 

Y FOREST. ^4 




EVEN IF WE DO Y I KNOW THAT 
MANAGE TO KILL | ASHWATTHAMA 
HIM, HOW WILL I HAS A JEWEL ON 
WE CONVINCE / HIS HEAD. BRING 
YOU OF HIS A- IT TO ME. 
v DEATH ? ( ^ 


" TURNING 70 BHEEMA, SHE SFiD 


BHEEMA DEAR, 
I KNOW YOU ARE 
THE BRAVEST OF 
MEN. DO THIS 
FAVOUR FOR ME. 


"AT ONCE BHEEMA MOUNTED HIS CHARIOT 
END, WITH NR RULE RS HIS CHARIOTEER,SET 
OUT TO FOLLOW RSHWRTTHRMR'S TRAIL- 


" WHEN THEH LEFT, KRISHNA SAID TO 
HUPH/SHTH/RA — P - 




-* CELESTIAL WEAPON 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“KRISHNA ASCENDED HIS CHARIOT TAKING ARJUNA 
AND VUPHISH7HIRA WITH HIM ■ i- 


/ PRONA HAP FIRST 
' gESTOWEP THIS WEAPON 
ON ARdUNA. ASH WAT- 
THAMA PERSUADED HIS 
FATHER TO GIVE IT TO HIM 
TOO* I KNOW THAT ASHW/TT- 
THAMA CAN BE VERY 
DEVIOUS,CUNNING AND WILL 
STOP AT NOTHING. WHY, 
HE EVEN TRIED TO 
FLATTER ME TO GIVE 
\ HIAA wy chakra once. 

4 WE MUST PROTECT 
abiV BHEEMA NOW- 


"THE CHARIOT FLEW THROUGH THE AIR 
ANP REACHED BHEEMA IN A MATTER OF 
MOMENTS - |— y - - 


“ THEN FOUND ASHWATTHAMA CLAP IN BARK, 
SITTING AMIDST VVASA ANP OTHER SAGES, ON 
THE BANKS OF THE RIVER GENOA. ^- 


“ASHWATTHAMA PICKED UP A BLADE OF GRASS AND 
MEDITATED ON THE CELESTIAL WEAPON. \ - 


“BHEEMA RAN UP TO HIM WITH HIS 
BOW ANP ARROW. |- 


COME ON 
NOW! ARISE 
ANP FIGHT. 


MAY THIS 
WEAPON 
DESTROY 
ALL THE 
PANPAVAS 
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AFTER THE WAR 



you TOO RECEIVEP 
THIS WEAPON FROTH 
PRONA . NOW IS THE 
71/HE TO USE IT, 


“NO SOONER. HAD HE SAIP THIS THAN 
ENORMOUS FLUMES BEGAN 70 EMERGE 
FROM THPTT BLAPE OF GROSS . 


“KRISHNA HAP REAP RSHWATTHAMA’S MINP. HE 
SAtp 70 ARaJUNA — i-- ■ — ■ v , . - 


“{JUMPING POWN FROM THE CHARIOT, 



mm THIS WEAPON 
COUNTER ASH WAT - 
THA/Ylfl'S WEAPON. 


ARdUNA TOOK UP HIS BOW ANP 
ARROW, f 



“ THE ENTIRE WORLP APPEARED TO SHAKE AND TREMBLE 
WITH THE COMBINED EFFECT OF THE TWO POWERFUL 

weapons- m j 


mm. 



M 0 ONE IN TH£ 

PAST HAS EVE R PAREP 
10 USE TH/S WEAPON 
ON HUMAN BEINGS, 
HOW COULD BOTH OF 
YOU PO SO ? >t 


i{ dU$7 THEN f THE SAGES VYASA ANP NARAPA, 
GOT UP ANP STOOP BETWEEN ARdUNA ANP 
ASH WAT THAMA . p= 



“ARdUNA SA/P 


I USEP IT TO COUNTER 
ASH WAT THAMA'S ATTACK 
NOW I WILL CERTAINLY 
PO AS YOU SAY, I WILL 
TRY MV BEST TO 
n. RECALL IT, 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





V A 5 FOR THE 
WEAPON, I CANNOT RECALL' 
IT. LET ITS EFFECT BE 
DIRECTED TO THE FUTURE 
PROGENY OF THE RANPAVAS 
IF NOT TO THEM. 


y OH!THIS ^ 

GEM IS MOST 
PRECIOUS TO ME. 

BUT I WILL GIVE 
IT UP IN DEFERENCE 
TO YOUR WISHES. , 


" ASHWATTHAMA HOWEVER COULD NOT DO SO, MUCH AS 
HE TRIED. HE APPEALED^ TO VyASA. p 

I USED THIS WEAPON 
■ IN FEAR OF BHEEMA ,SAY- 
I ING , NOW MAY ALL PANDAVAS 
ft BE DESTROYED. BUT NOW 
.IV (CANNOT WITHDRAW IT. 


"n WAS NOT AN EASV WEAPON TO 
RECALL. HAVING OBTAINED IT AFTER 
SEVERE AUSTERITIES, ARJUNA HAD 


THE POWER. AND ABILOV TO 
WITHDRAW^ IT- |- 


“SAGE VVASA SAID TO ASH WAT THAMA — 


PO YOU KNOW THAT THE 
LANP WHERE SUCH TWO 
POWERFUL WEAPONS CLASH 
REMAINS RAINLESS AND 
PARCHED FOR TWELVE 
YEARS ? THAT IS WHY 
ARdUNA Dip NOT 
TRY TO DESTROY 
YOUR WEAPON. 


"ASHWATTHAMA REPLIED — 


THE PANDAVAS 0O NOT WANT 
TO WIN BY UNFAIR MEANS.NOW 
TO COMPENSATE FOR YOUR 
WICKED ACT, GIVE THEM THE 
JEWEL FROM YOUR HEAP,AND 
ALSO RECALL YOUR WEAPON. 
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AFTER THE WAR 


"ASHWATTHAMA'S COR.se WOULD HAVE 
AFFECTED THE UNBORN BABV OF 
UTTARA, ABH/MAN JU ’S WIDOW. BUT 
KRI SHNA INTERVENED^ IN TIME — 

VOU WICKED ASHWATTHA/MA, 
DESPITE VOUR CORSE, THIS 
SO N OF UTTARA WILL BE 
REVIVED AT BIRTH. 



"THE PANDAVAS RETURNED IN HASTE 
TO DRAUPAD / WITH THE PRECIOUS 


JEWEL, ashwatthama WENT 

KAO ROSE L Y INFO THE JUNGLE. 



“ BHEEMA PRESENTED THE GEM TO DRAUPAD!. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



MEANWHILE, THE OLD KING OMR!THRESH7RA WAS PLUNGED /N 
EEP SORROW ■ SANdAVA SAID TO HIM - I---l i l iljl II -H 


' WHY VO 'LOU 
6RIEVE BO? NOW 
THERE 15 NO ONE 
LEFT TO CONSOLE 
V You. 


YES, IN PEEP N 
I HAVE NOTHING 
LEFT TO LIVE 
V FOR. 7 


mmm 


“ QHRt TARASHTRA THREW HIMSELF DOWN ON THE 
FLOOR. THE W/SE VIDOR A TRIED TO PACIFV HIM 


HE SPOKE TO HIM 
SOOTHINGLY ANP 
PERSUAPEP PHRITA- 
RASHTRA TO SHED 
HIS SORROW AND 
COMPOSE HIMSELF 
TO FACE THE FUTURE. 


7 HUS ENDS THE THIRTY-NINTH SESSION 
OF OUR RENDERING OF VVASA’S IMMORTAL 
ITIHASA MAHABHARATA. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 




THE BUMP KING PHR1TARASHTRA 
FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO GET OVER 
THE GRIEF CAUSED BV THE DEATH 
, OF ALL HIS SONS AND WEPT 
INCONSOLABLY. VIDURA, THE WISE, 
' GENTLY BADE HIM TO CONTROL HIS 
, SORROW- _ 



'SANOAYA APPEP 


TRYING TO ASSUAGE H/S GRIEF. VIPURA 
SAID— p=—-—- -. —t 


(J THOUSANDS OF ^ 
' KINGS FROM VARIOUS 
LANDS LAID DOWN 
THEIR LIVES FOR YOUR 
SON. IT IS NOW YOUR 
DUTY TO ARRANGE FOR 
\THEIR FINAL RITES. 


f 90 NOT GRIEVE FOR YOUR \ 
SONS, O KING ! THEY PIED 
IN BATTLE LIKE BRAVE 
KSHATRIYAS AND HAVE SURELY 
ATTAINED HEAVEN . ARISE 
AND PREPARE YOURSELF J 
V FOR THE TASKS AHEAD, jgft 


AFTER MUCH PERSUASION, PHRITARASHTRfl 
AGREED TO ACT ACCORDING TO THEIR COUNSEL 


fi GANPHARI AND RUNT/ SOON ARRIVED THERE 
LAMENTING ANP CRYING. ^—m 


Y LET MV CHARIOT \ 
BE PREPARED. SEND 
FOR GANPHARI, KUNTI 
AND THE OTHER LADIES 
OF THE ROYAL / 

r>V HOUSEHOLD ■ yd= 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" WITH TEARS STREAMING POWN THEIR FACES, THE WOMEN A SEEN PEP 
THE CHARIOTS ■ THESE LAP/ES OF THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD WHO HAD 
NEVER BEFORE APPEARED IN PUBLIC NOW PASSED THROUGH THE MAIN 
STREET TO THE BATTLEFIELD, PRESSED IN MOURNING .UNADORNED BY , 
JEWELS AND FINERY. yffl l ||||lll|||!t' W . 


HOUR SONS FOUGHT 
BRAVELY AND LAID POWN 
THEIR LIVES LIKE TRUE 
WARRIORS. THEY MUST 
HAVE SURELV ATTAINED 
HEAVEN. 




"ON the outskirts of HAST/NAPURA 
THEY MET RR/PACHARYA, KRI7AVARMA 
And ASHWA77HAMA. \ - 


ADDRESSING GANDHAR!, HE SAID — 


TO AVENGE 
PURYOPHANA'S 
DEATH, WE ATTACKED 
THE ENEMY CAMP AT 
NIGHT. ALL THE PAN- 
CHALAS AS WELL AS 
DRAUPADI'S FIVE 
SONS HAVE BEEN 


" KR/PACHARYH SAID 70 
PHR/7AR ASH7RA — 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 




' BUT WE PARE ^ 
NOT UNGER HERE 
ANY LONGER. THE 
PANPAVAS WILL 
SOON FOLLOW 
OUR. TRACKS. , 


r WHERE IS VOUR 
FflMEP RIGHTEOUS¬ 
NESS AND 

Vgenerositv ? v 




WITH HIM WERE HIS BROTHERS BESIPEi 
SATVAKl BNP DRAUPAPI. 


a WHEN VUPHISHTHIRA REACHEP THE RIVER¬ 
SIDE NEAR THE BATTLEFIELD, HE WAS 
SURROUNDED BV THE BEREAVED WOMEN 
WHO WERE LAMENTING LOUDLV. 

O KING ! HOW 
COULD YOU KILL 
YOUR OWN KITH 
AND KIN? 


<f SOWING RESPECTFULLY TO PHR/TARAStfTRA, THE THREE 
WARRIORS SPED AWAy TOWARDS THE BANKS OF THE 


"AND THERE THE THREE OF THEM PARTED; 
RRIPACHARVA PROCEEDED TO HASTINAPURA, 
KRlTAVARMA WENT BACK TO HIS HOME, 
WHILE ASHWAT7HAMA MADE HIS WAV TO 
SAGE VVASA J S HERMITAGE. BUT WOULD 


“WHEN VUPH/SHTH/RA LEARNT THATPHR/7A- 
RASHTRF) HAD LEFT FOR THE BATTLEFIELD, 
HE TOO HURRIED TO THE PLACE, r- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'WITH SUCH FORCE, pip PHRtTARASHTRA CLASP THE IMAGE TO HIS BO SOM, THAT IT 
BROKE INTO PIECES- 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 




MSP/m FOR BREATH AND WITH SLOOP 
STREAMING OUT OF his MOUTH, 
OHRITARASHTRA COLLAPSED. 


“Ht& ANGER ABATED,DHRtTARASHTRA 
WAS NOW FILLED WITH REMORSE. 


OH BHEEMA ' 
OH BHEEMA I 


“LORD KRISHNA CONSOLED HIM- 


GRIEVE NOT, 0 KIN6- IT WAS 
NOT THE R6AL BHEEMA AOU 
CRUSHED WITH WUR MIGH7V 
ARMS BUT fflERELV AN IRON 


" THE FAITHFUL SAN JAVA HELPED HIM TO GET UP 
AND SAID 



HAD ANTICIPATED 
HOUR ANGER AND 
ARRANGED FOR THE 
IRON IMAGE OF BHEEMA 
TO BE BROUGHT HERE. 
IT WAS THE ONE THAT 
PURVODHANA HAD 
USED TO PRACTISE 


“AFTER PHRITARA3HTRA HAD RESTED AWHILE AND 
REFRESHED HIMSELF, KRISHNA SPOKE TO HIM AT LENGTH. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



PHRITARASHTRA ADMITTED 


“tub old kino then embraced aruuna, bheema 

NRKULR RHP SR HR DEW- I _ / - Ji l, 


VOU ARE RIGHT. I WAS 
UNDER DU RVOPHANA'S 
INFLUENCE. IT IS INDEEP 
FORTUNATE THAT 
BHEEMA WAS SPARED. 

NOW I AW AT PEACE 
^ AND WOULD LIKE TO 
§k WEET ARJUNA- 


BLESS VOU! WITH MV 
SONS ALL DEAD, MV AFFECTION 
AND CONCERN WILL BE 
V DIRECTED TO VOUjO SONS A 
OFPANPU. 


" BURNING WITH SORROW OVER THB LOSS OF ELI 
HER SONS, GANDHARt WAS ABOUT TO UTTER 
R CURSE OH THE PANDAVAS. r ~—- 


“RESPECTFULLY TAKING LEAVE OF 
PHRITARASHTRA. 7HE RAHDRVAS AND 
KRISHNA WENT UP TO GANDHARt. 


'' REAPING HER WIND, SAGE 
VYA5A INTERVENED IN TIME. 


FOR THE LAST EIGHTEEN 
PflVS,VOUR SON PURVO- 
DHANA USED TO SEEK 
YOUR BLESSING BEFORE 
.FACING THE ENEMV. > 


EACH DAV,VOU RIGHTLY 
TOLD HIM-WHERE 
THERE IS PHARMA*, . 
THERE WILL 8E 
VICTORV. 


CALM VOURSELF. BEFORE 
VOU UTTER THE WORDS 

of anger,hear what 

. I HAVE TO SAV TO VOU. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



T PERHAPS YOU 
ARE RIGHT ABOUT 
PURYOPHANA. BUT 
HOW COULD YOU 
DRINK PUHSHA- 
Y. SANA’S BLOOD? j 


WHO COULD DEFEAT YOUR 
MI6HTY PURYOPHANA IN A 
FAIR FIGHT ? BUT I HAD TO 
AVENGE THE INSULTS HE 
HAP HEAPED ON US- SURELY 
YOU TOO REMEMBER THAT 
V PAY IN COURT. y 


BHEEm HEfiRP HER. AND SHIP 


PEAR MOTHER.,1 KNOW 
NOT WHETHER IT WAS RIGHT 
OR WRONG, BUT I HAP TO 
ATTACK HIM TO SAVE MY 
LIFE. I PLEAD YOUR 
V FORGIVENESS. V 


V I BEAR NO ILL-WILL TOWARDS 
THE PANDAVAS NOR DO I REALLY 

WISH TO DESTROY THEM. BUT 
HOW CAN I CONTROL THE REST¬ 
LESSNESS OF MY HEART ON 

V LOSING ALL MY SONS f 




° HIS WORDS OF WISDOM DID INDEED Hf)VE 7HE 
DESIRED EFFECT. SRNDHflRl SF)ID~ i „ 


y DON’T Y OU T 

REALISE THAT THIS 
VICTORY OF THE 
PANDAVAS PROVES 
THE TRUTH OF YOUR 

statement THAT 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 
. WILL PREVAIL ? / 


PURYODHANA,DUHSHASANA 
AND SHAKUNI ARE TO BE 
BLAMED FOR THE DESTRUC¬ 
TION OF THE KURU CLAN. 
THAT I DO REALISE. 

WHAT AGITATES ME IS 
BHEEMA’S UNFAIR 
ATTACK ON PURYOPHANA- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


O MOTHER ,NOT A PROP OF 
THAT BLQOP PASSED BEYOND MY 
LIPS AND TEETH. IT WAS JUST A 
GESTURE TO FULFIL MY VOW THAT 
I TOOK WHEN DUHSHASANA 
DRAGGED PRAUPAPI 8Y 
HER TRESSES . 



“HER PAINFUL MEMORIES REVIVED WITH 
THIS EXCHANGE OF WORDS WITH &HEEMA- 
SHE CRIED OUT IN ANGER -J 

WHERE IS THAT 


"WITH FOLDED HANDS AND TREMBLING WITH FEAR, 
WUDHtSHTH/RA STEPPED AHEAD. IN HIS SWEET DOLCE 
HE SAID - r— 




HERE I AM, GUILT*/ OF 
THE DEATH OF POUR SONS. 
GO AHEAD AND CURSE ME 
FOR I DESERVE TO BE 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 


“SEEING YUDHISHTHIRA SO PENITENT, 
GANDHARt'S ANGER VANISHED* SHE 
BEGAN INSTEAD TO 303 AND SIGH 
ALOUD. \ --- 




“AS YUDHISH TEAR A STOOD BOWING 
BEFORE HER, GANDhARPS BURNING GAZE 



“SO INTENSE WAS THE POWER OF HER GATE, THAT 
HU0HISHTHIRR*S BEAUTIFUL TOENAILS 
CHARRED THAT VERY INSTANT * 


"AT THIS ^RdUNA BECAME AGITATED 
AND NOT KNOWING WHAT WAS TO SE 
DONE, QUICKLY HID BEHIND LORD 
KRISHNA IN FEAR. \ -“ 




"FROM BEHIND HER BLINDFOLD j 6ANDHARI COULD 
PERCEIVE HIS FLURRIED ACTION* THAT THE BRAVE 
ARVUNA COULD BE SO FEARFUL AND DESPERATE 
MADE GANDHARt'S TEMPER TURN TO MATERNAL 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




SHARING THEIR GRIEF AND EMBRACING ONE MOTHER, THE'/ WENT TO QANDHARl AGAIN 


"WHEN THEN TOOK HER LEAVE 
TO GO TO THEIR MOTHER,SHE 
BLESSED THEM WITH AFFECTION. 


“ WHEN HUNT! BEHELD HER 
SONS AFTER MANY DAYS, 
HER EYES BRIMMED OVER 
WITH T EARS. ;- 


'GENTLY, SHE STROKED THEIR 
WOUNDS AND BEGAN LAMENTING 
FOR DRAUPADI, ALL OF WHOSE SONG 
HAP BEEN KILLED. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



'‘GANDHAR! SAID TO DRAUPADl — 


COME,PEAR DAU6HTER. 
SHED HOUR sorrow now. 

whatever happened 
was inevitable. I tod 

HAVE THE SAME FEELING 
AS HOU HAVE.MV PLIGHT 
IS SIMILAR TO HOURS. 
WHO THEN WILL 


“AS THEV ALL MADE THEIR. WAV TO THE SITE OF THE 
BATTLE, GANDHAR! BEHELD THE SCENE WITH HER 
DIVINE VISION. | - 



*IT WAS INDEED A GRUESOME SIGHT WITH COUNTLESS BODIES STREWN ALL OVER. 





BEHOLD ,O KRISHNA, 
THESE BEREAVED WOMEN 
RUNNING HERE AND THERE 
^ IN SORROW AND CONFUSION 


“AMIDST THEIR HEART-RENDING CRIES, GANDHAR / 
SPOKE TO KRISHNA — i— --==-- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


"«v recovering ,$he heu> we ufeless form in 

HER. FIRMS END OttEP OUT. ]- 



1226 









































































YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



P...THIRTY-51 X N 

YEARS FROM THIS 
PAY, YOUR FAMILY, 
YOUR MINISTERS, 
YOUR SONS, YOUR 
WHOLE CLAN WILL 
FIGHT AMONG 
V THEMSELVES 
N. ANP PIE. A 




' JUST AS these WOMEN 
OF THE BHARA7A RACE 
BEMOAN THE DEATH OF 
THEIR LOVED ONES, SO 
. TOO WILL YOUR WOMEN- 
\ FOLK GRIEVE. , 


PEAR LAPY, I KNOW 
THAT WHAT YOU SAID 
15 INEVITABLE.NO ONE 
BUT ME CAN CAUSE THE 
DESTRUCTION OF THE 
■v VRISHHI CLAN- / 


yiF 1 ' 


"GENPHARt SPELT OU7 MSP. TERRIBLE CURSE. 


'Bur LORD KRtSHNfi MERELY SM/LEP, WHEN HE HE ARP 
THIS MARSH PRONOUNCEMENT. HE SHIP— 


THE YADAVAS 
CANNOT BE 
KILLED BY MEN 
OR PEVA5.THEY 
MUST THERE¬ 
FORE DESTROY 
ONE ANOTHER. 


FRIENDLESS AND ABANDONED, 
YOU TOO WILL WANDER 
ABOUT AIMLESSLY TILL 
YOU PIE AN INGLORIOUS 
DEATH• 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“ THE PANPAVAS WERE GREATLY Di&TURBEP AT 
THIS EXCHANGE OF WORDS- KRISHNA, HOWEVER, 
CONTINUED CALMLY■ 7j-S-“- 


/ 16 NOT ALL THIS N 

/ VOUR FAULT ? VOW 
KNOW WELL ENOUGH 
THAT VOUR SON PURVO- 
PHANA WAS YVICKEP, 
JEALOUS ANP VAIN-VOU 
ARE INPEED GUILTY OF 
USING HIM AS A FRONT 
V TO CAUSE THIS RUIN- 


ARISE ; PEflR ' 
LAW, SHED VOUR 
SORROW WHICH 
MAKES YOU PUT 
ALL THE BLAME 
ON ME. M 


6ANPHARI WAS SPEECHLESS AT KRISHNA’S 
TIRADE AGAINST HER.MEANWHILE DHRITARASHTRA 
y. X REGUESTED VUPHISHTHIRA TO ARRANGE FOR THE 
LAST RITES OF THE THOU 5 AN PS OF WARRIORS 
WHO HAP LAIP POWN THEIR LIVES IN THE 
BATTLE. VUDmSHTHIRfl IN TURN ASSIGNED 
Trtl& TASK 70 VIDURA, SAHJAVA, VUVUTSU ANP 
OTHERS- jn--~* C -T S WlCtJ 111 ^ 


"AFTER LIGHTING THE FUNERAL PYRES OF THOSE KILLED 
IN THE BATTLE, PHR/TARASHTRA AND YUDHISHTH/RA — 
PROCEEDED TO THE BANKS OF THE RIVER GANGA. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



“ THE PANDAVAS WERE ASTOUNDED TO HEAR HER. SPEAK THUS. [\ 

wmifl Deep sigh vudh/shth/rr asked her. — j 


HOW COULD KflRNfi 
BE YOU R SON, WOT HER? 
WAS HE REALLY OUR 
v ELDER BROTHER ? / 


HE WAS m SON, 
PEAR VUPWSHTHIRA 


•'Vos7 THEN, IN SOFT TONES, 
THE SORROWING HUNT/ 
ADDRESSED HER SONS : 


O PANDA VAS, 
THERE REMAINS ONE 
PERSON FOR 1WHOM 
YOU MUST WAKE 
OFFERINGS - 


THE ONE WHO DEFIED 
ARJONA.THE ONE WHO 
SHONE RESPLENDENT LIKE 
THE VERY SUN IN THE 
BATTLEFIELD,THE ONE WHO 
WAS UNRIVALLED IN STRENGTH 
AND VALOUR.KARNA .THE BRAVE: 
HIS RITES MUST BE PERFORWED 
BY YOU. HE WAS YOUR ELDER 

brother.) save Birth to 

HIW , THE SOW OF SllRTA . 


tt THE MEN LAID ASIDE THEIR JEWELS 
AND SILKS TO OFFER OBLA TIONS TO THE 
DEAD. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




«j 


" WITH TEARS FLOWING DOWN HIS 
FACE , VUDHISHTHIRA OFFERED 
OBLATIONS TO KAHNf). |- 


" THE WOMEN AROUND HIM TOOK UP THE REFRAIN AND BEGAN CRVING AND WAILING-AMIDST THEIR 
CRIES VUOH/SHTHIRA PRONOUNCED — 


I HAVE CAUSED THE DEATH OF MV 
ELDER BROTHER BECAUSE OF THE SECRET 
KEPT BY MY MOTHER. FROM THIS PAY, 
MAY WOMEN OF THE WORLD NEVER BE 
ABLE TO KEEP A SECRET- 


OH MOTHER 1 . BY 
KEEPING THIS A PARK 
SECRET, YOU HAVE 
CAUSED US UNTOLD 
MISERY - OH, HOW 
1 GRIEVE OVER KARNA. 

it is as if i am Placed 

IN A RAGING FIRE. 


V 


HAP WE KNOWN THIS 
EARLIER, WE WOULD 
HAVE STRIVEN HARP 
TO OWN HIM AS OUR 
BROTHER.PERHAPS 
THIS HORRENDOUS 
WAR COULD HAVE 
BEEN AVOIDED. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 






BY THE GRACE Of LORO ^ 
KRISHNA AMD THE VALOUR OF 
YOUR KINSMEN , HOD ARE NOW 
LORD OF THE EARTH. ARE YOU 
HAPPY NOW THAT YOU HAVE 
\VANfiUlSHEP YOUR FOES? 


"with these worps^udhishthira 

STEPPEP OUT OF THE WFTTER. ! F0U.OW- 
EP BY HIS BROTHERS. |- 


“ AFTER THE FUNERAL RITES WERE OVER, THE PANPAVAS 
PECtPEp TO STEP AWAY FROM THE CITY FOR F) MONTH. SO 
THEY SET UP Cf)MP ON THE BANK OF THE GRN6A ANP LIVES 
THERE. 


"ST THIS TEMPORARY ABODE, YUPHlSHTH/RA 
WAS VtSlTEP 6Y SEVERAL SHOES INCLUPING 


‘SEVERAL SCHOLARS, BRAHMAN AS ANP HOUSEHOLDERS 
CAME TO VISIT YUPHISHTHIRA ANP CONSOLE HIM IN HIS 
GRIEF. NARADA SPOKE FIRST— 


V ANOTHER THOUGHT THAT ^ 
BOTHERS ME IS THE REVELA¬ 
TION BY MV MOTHER. KUNTI 
THAT KARNA WA6 OUR ELDER 

BROTHER.EVEN UNKNOWINGLY, 
HOW COULD I HAVE MADE 

V ONE BROTHER KILL ANOTHER?, 


YUPHISHTHIRA REPLIED — 


INDEED THIS 
VICTORY HAS BEEN 
POSSIBLE DUE TO THE 
PROWESS OF SHRl 
KRISHNA AND THE VALOUR 
OF ARJUNA AND 8HEEMA- 
BUT THE ONE SORROW 
THAT CONSTANTLY 
TORMENTS ME IS THAT 
MY DESIRE FOR THE 
KINGDOM CAUSED THE 
DEATH OF SO MANY 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



S I REMEMBER 

THAT PAY IN THE COURT AT 1 
HASTINAPURA. HOW MY ANGER 
VANISHED WHEN I BEHELD KARNA 
ESPECIALLY WHEN I SAW HIS 
FEET.THEY REMINDED ME Of 
MOTHER KUNTI'S FEET AND I WAS 
PUZZLED BY THE SIMILARITY. A 


B 'm\x 
mm 
mx 


HUDHtSH THIRA S THOUGHTS WEHT BACK 
TO THE POST, i-73ST 


'Yudhishthira's MIND was agitated 

WITH MAH*/ QUESTIONS AND HE ASKED 
VYASA ABOUT THEM- 


"SAGE VYASA THEN NARRATED TO YUDHISHTHIRA THE 
STORY Of HOW KARNA CAME UNDER A CURSE. 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 


u YUDHlSHTHtRA WAS HOWEVER PLUNGED IN A 
PEEPER. BLOOM ON HEARING THE STORY FROM 
VYA5A - RUNT! COULD NOT BEAR TO SEE HIM SO 



f/ YUDHISH JtfiRB WAS TOO AGITATED AND UNHAPPY 


TO BE THUG CONSOLED * REPEATING HIS EARNER 
CURSE ON WOMEN, HE SAT WERE SIGHING DEEPLY. 






“AR1UNA WAS STARUED AS ONE ACCUSED OF 
WRONG-DOING. THLN TAKING A THEATRICAL STANCE , 
HE STOOD UP TALL AND SMILING . 


SUR 


15 


PRISING THAT 
YOU WISH TO 
ABANDON THE 
KINGDOM YOU 
HAVE ACQUIRED 
AFTER SO much 
v EFFORT, . 



IF YOU WANTED TO GO 
fiROUHU WITH ft BEGGING 
BOWL * WHY D)D YOU LET SO 
MANY KINGS PIE IN 

battlG ? begging for alms 

IS ALL RIGHT FOR BRAHMAHAS 
BUT IT DOES NOT BEFIT A 
KSHATRIVA URE YOU, 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



A 3IRV OF BLACKISH COLOUR KEFE RREP TO IN CLASSICAL PtfETRy 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


" T H£1 RETURNED 7i 0 THEIR- CAPITAL IN A MAGNIFICENT PROCESSION. AS THEN ENTERED THE GATES 
OF THE cm, TUDH1SHTHIRA MOUNTED A NEW CHARIOT DRIVEN Bf SIXTEEN WHITE BULLOCKS, 
PHEEMf) HELD THE REINS, AND ARtlUNA A WHITE UMBRELLA, WHILE NAKULA AND OAHADEVA 
CARRIED CHA MARAS * ON EITHER SIDE OF THE KING ■ TUNUTSU, 7 HE SOLE SURVIVING SON OF 
DHRITARASHTRA, FOLLOWED IN A WHITE CHARIOT. ON A GOLDEN CHARIOT WERE KRISHNA AND 
SATTAKI FOLLOWED BVA LONG RETINUE IN CHARIOTS AND PALANQUINS, r— --- 



-* WHISKS 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 





e >UPWSHTHIRA WAS MADE TO SIT ON A BEAUTIFULLY ADORNED 
THRONE OF GOLD. FACING HIM WERE SATYAKt AND KRISHNA SEATED 
ON HOLDEN SEATS. FL ANNINS 7HE H!NE t SAT ARJUNA 
ON BEJEWELLED SEATS NAHULA SAT ON An IVORY THRONE 
WHILE HUNT/ SNARED A SIMILAR SEAT WITH HER 
FAVOURITE SON SAHAPEVA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



a WH&i THE CORONATION RITES WERE 
COMPLETED, VUDH16HTH/RA GAVE AWAY 
A THOUSAND GOLD COINS TO THE PRESIDING 


“ON INSTRUCTIONS PROM KRISHNA,PHAUMVA. 
THE ROYAL PRIEST .CONSTRUCTED AN ALTAR 
AND REQUESTED YUPH/SHTHlRA AND 
PRAUPAP! TO SIT BESIDE IT- 


"HOLDING ALOFT HIS CONCH-SHELL PANCHAdANYA , 
KRISHNA CEREMONIOUSLY POURED WATER. ON YUDW6H- 


a HAVING TAKEN OVER AS THE KINS, 
YUDHISHTHIRA THEN SET ABOUT AUOCffT- 
IN6 DUTIES TO HIS BROTHERS AND OTHERS. 
HE APPOINTED BHEEMA YUUHRAUA. J"- 


* THE WISE VIDURA WAS MADE MINISTER. SANJAYA WAS 
PUT IN CHARGE OF FINANCE .NARULA IRAS ENTRUSTED 
WITH THE MAINTENANCE OF THE ARMY OP WHICH 
ARdUNA WAS NOW THE COMMANDER - TO SAHAOEVA 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 


" Wfi NEXT morning when audhishthira 

WENT TO GREET KRISHNA , HE FOUND HIM 
IN A THOUGHTFUL MOOD. SAID AUDHISHTHIRA- 



“KRISHNA THEN ORDERED HIS CHARIOT TO 
BE MADE READ'S .ACCOMPANIED BA THE 
PANDAVAS>.HE WENT TO THE BATTLEFIELD 


"LAING ON Hie BED OF ARROWS, BHEESHMfl WAS 
SURROUNDED BA SEVERAL SA6ES. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




“BOWING RESPEC TFULLH 70 BHEESHMA, 7HB 
PANPAVAS 700 5ft 7 BESIDE HIM KRISHNA 
SAID — 


'KRISHNA 
VISIT. 


r 


IF A NEEDLE AS 


MUCH AS PRICKS ME,I CANNOT 
BEAR THE PAIN . HERE YOU LIE 
CALMLY WITH ALL THOSE ARROWS 
PIERCING TOUR BODY- HOUR STRENGTHy 
ISINPEED AMAZING.THERE IS 
.N O ONE LIKE HOU IN THIS 
WORLD- 


THEN EXPLAINED THE REASON FOR WEIR. 

VUPHISHTH/RA IS GREATLY 
DISTURBED BY THE DEATH OF 
SO MANV OF HIS KINSMEN. 

CONSOLE HIM,0 8HEESHMA, 

.WITH YOUR WORDS OF 
WISDOM. 




“BHEESHMA RAISED HIS HEAD A UTILE ON HEARING KRISHNA’S 
WORDS, AND GREETED HIM RESPECTFULLH.KRISHNA SAID — 




}-.t 

\wViV.- 


NOW ONLY 

FIFTY-SIX PAYS REMAIN 
BEFORE HOUR SOUL ASCENDS 
TO HEAVEN. WITH HOU,ALL 
HOUR. KNOWLEDGE 700 WILL 
DISAPPEAR. THEREFORE ALL THESE 
PEOPLE HAVE COME TO BE 
ENLIGHTENED BY HOU. WILL YOU 
INSTRUCT THEM IN DHARMA* 
ARTH/f %ND YOGA ? 


“BHEESHMA REPLIED WITH PUB MODEST/. 


"KRISHNA 7HEN BLESSED HIM. 




HOW CAN I TALK 
OF THESE THINGS 
WHILE Y0U.7HE 
ABOPE OF ALL KNOW¬ 
LEDGE, ARE PRESENT 
HERE ? BESIDES,MY 
WOUNDS ARE CAUSING 
ME IMMENSE PAIN 
AND I FEEL DRAINED 
OF ALL MY STRENGTH. 


FROM NOW ON YOU 
WILL FEEL NO PAIN 
OR WEAKNESS. NEITHER 
HUNGER NOR THIRST WILL 
BOTHER HOU. HOUR. MIND 
WILL BE UNCLOUDED AND 
YOUR BRAIN ALERT. 


7 ^ 


i 






l 






" WITH THESE WORDS, KRISHNA AND THE PANPAVAS 
TOOK LEAVE OF BHEESHMA. 


* oury 


* * ECONOMICS 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 


rz -- ----- 

"EARLH NEXT MORNING,DISPENSING WITH 
THEIR RETINUE OE SOLDIERS, THE PANDAVAS 
FOLLOWER KRISHNA TO THE BATTLEFIELD. 



rl NARADA } WHO WAS SEATED WITH THE OTHER E/SHIS 




0 BHEESH/VIA, 
YUDHISHTHIRA AND HIS 
BROTHERS ARE EAGER 
„ TO HEAR YOU SPEAK. j 


O KRISHNA, YOU ALONE CAN 
BEGIN THIS DISCUSSION ON 
. OUR BEHALF- 


KR/SHNA SAID 


' YUDHISHTHIRA IS 
TOO EMBARRASSED 
AND SCARED TO 
V FACE YOU. 


BUT SURELY HE HAS 
PONE NO WR0N6.IT IS THE 
DUTY OF EVERY KSHATRIYA 
v TO Kll l HIS ENEMIES. 


"AS THE SAGE SPOKE THUS,ALL THE 
PEOPLE SURROUNDING BHEESHMA 
DREW CLOSER,BUT NONE PARED TO 
SPEAK. THEN HUDHISHTHIRA SAID — 


["AFTER GREETING HIM WITH DUE RESPECT, KRISHNA 

REQUESTED BHEESHMA — - 


“BHEESHMA REPLIED - 


YUDHISHTHIRA 
MAY ADDRESS 
HIS QUERIES TO 
me ONE &V ONE. 

1 WILL BE HAPPY 
TO TEACH HIM 
ALL I KNOW. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




< A KING SHOULD PUL'S HONOUR \ 
THE PEVAS AND THE BRAHMANAS. 
HE SHOULD BE A M AN Of ACTION AND 
ALWAYS STRIVE FOR TRUTH HE , 
SHOULD BE JUST, HUMBLE A 

\ STRAIGHTFORWARD AND X-M 

■ RIGHTEOUS... 


“FOR LONG DIP THE WISE BHEESHMA SPEW 
TO VUDHISHTH/RA, ABOUT THE DUTIES OF A KING. 
THE SUN WAS ABOUT TO SET IN THE WEST, VET 

Bhebshma's narration ms NOT vet over. 

SUMMING UP HIS DAT-LONG DISCOURSE HE SAID— 


THIS IS THE MERE 
ESSENCE OF KINGLY 
DUTIES. ASK ME ANY 
QUESTIONS YOU WANT, 
O VUDHISHTHIRA 


THANK WU,0 GRANDsiRE. 
The sun is about to 

SET AND I MUST TAKE 
YOUR LEAVE FCR 
TODAY- 


-C ' 


, >• 






"THE NEXT MORNING THE PRNPHVBS EAGERLY 
RUSHED BACK TO BHEESH/M. YUDHISHTH/RA 


OVERWHELMED BY THESE WORDS, 
YUDHISHTHIRA TOUCHED BHEBSHMA'S 


YUVHISHTHIKA SAID - 

/ THE DUTIES OF f\ KING N 
/ ARE SAID TO BE OF THE 
( HIGHEST ORDER- PLEASE 
V DESCRIBE THEM TO ME - 
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YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



“THE LONG TREATISE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CONDENSED INTO A THOUSAND CHAPTERS 
BY VARIOUS SCHOLARS.THE PE [/AS WENT TO LORD VISHNU AND REQUESTED HIM wS-jf 
) SELECT THE BEST OF MEN to RULE OVER THE. WORLD. AFTER MUCH DELIBERATION,A * 
MAN CALLED VENA WAS SELECTED. FROM HIS RIGHT ARM WAS BORN PRlTHU, WHO 
' LOOKED LIKE LORD INPRA HIMSELF. AT BIRTH HE HAD NOT ONLY WEAPONS AND ARMOUR 
' BUT HAD IMBIBED THE ENTIRE KNOWLEDGE OF THE NEETI-5HASTRA. LORD V/SHNU^ThE 
>PEVAS AND RISHIS APPOINTED PRlTHU AS THE RING. THUS WAS ESTABLISHED THE 
CUSTOM OF APPOINTING A KING. 



* A CODS OF CONDUCT 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





" THUS FOR, SEVERAL PAWS PIP BHEESHMA - 
CHARWA INSTRUCT VUPHISHTHIRA, 
answering HIS queries, REMOVING HIS 
DOUBTS AND EXPLAINING THE COPE Op 
CONPUCT WITH STORIES ANP NARRATIVES, 
PIALOGUES ANP DISCUSSIONS FROM MS 
VAST FUND OF KNOWLEPGE .* i— 1 - 


"WHEN BHEESHMF) LAW SILENT AFTER INSTRUCTING 
WUDHISHTHIRA, SAGE VWASA SAID — 


NOW YUDHISHTHI RA’S CONFIDENCE 
HAS BEEN RESTORED- ALLOW HIM 
TO RETURN TO HASTINAPURA, 

0 BHEESHMA - 


I “bowing Re spec tfull y to bhbeshma, wudhishth/ra 

1 RETURNED TO HASTINAPURA-FtFTW DAWS LATER,HE 
RECALLED BHEESHMA'S WORDS ANP SENT FLOWERS 
AND INCENSE , SILKS ANP SANDALWOOD IN PREPARATION 


7 , 


‘BHEESHMA said to WUDHISHTHIRA — 


you WAV GO BACK ANP 
RULE yOOR KINGDOM LIKE 
THE GREAT KINGS BEFORE 
you. WHEN THE SUN 


* THIS INSTRUCTION OF BHEESHMA TO KING yUPHISHTH/RA IS THE FAMOUS SHANTIPARVA OF MAHABHARATA 
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“WITH GANDHAR! AND DHR/TARASHTRA 
LEADING THE WAW, WUDHISHTHIRA MADE 
HIS WAV TO THE BATTLEFIELD ACCOMPANI¬ 
ED BT HIS BROTHERS AND LORD KRISHNA 
TO PAW HIS LAST RESPECT6 TO THE VENER¬ 
ABLE BHEESHMA- 


“WUDHISHTHIRA SAIP- 


HERE I AM WITH MY 8ROTHERsN 

AND LORD KRISHNA. KING 
DHRJTARPSHTRA, MINISTERS OF THE 
COURT ARE HERE TOO ALONG WITH 
THE CITIZENS OF HASTINAPURA. 
PLEASE OPEN YOUR EYES AND 
LOOK AT US. 































































YUDHISHTHIRA’S CORONATION 



TURNING TO DHRiTARASHTRA ,HE SHIP 


“BHEESHMA OPENED HIS WEARY EYES 
AND SAID - I— - - 


WISE ANP LEARNED AS 
YOU ARE, DO NOT SRI EVE 
OVER YOUR SONS.WHAT¬ 
EVER HAPPENED WAS 
INEVITABLE. CONSIDER 
THE PANDAVAS TO BE 
L YOUR. OWN CHILDREN. 


/ IT IS FORTUNATE THAT YOU \ 
HAVE ARRIVED HERE IN TIME. 1 

i have been lying for fifty- 
eight DAYS ON THIS BED OF 
SHARP ARROWS, BUT I FEEL I HAVE 
BEEN HERE FOR A HUNDRED YEARS. 

AT LONG LAST, THE SUN HAS TURNED 
\ HIS CHARIOT TOWARDS THE NORTH-, 


^ 1 ' 


(‘BHEESHm'S FACE SHONE WITH AN ETHEREAL SMILE - 
WITH HIS YOStC POWERS,HE WILLED HI/YISELF TO DlE 
THE ONLOOKERS BEHELD A STRANGE PHENOMENON. 
AS EACH PART OF HIS BODY BECAME LIFELESS, THE 
ARROWS THEREIN FELL OFF AND THE WOUNDS 
WERE HEALED-WHEN THE LIFE FORCE FINALLY 
ESCAPED THROUGH HIS SKULL, THE HEAVENS RE¬ 
SOUNDED WITH CELESTIAL MUSIC AND SHOWERED 


BHEESHMA THEN ADDRESSED KRISHNA 


I GRANT YOU YOUR WISH 
YOU HAVE THE POWER 
TO SUMMON DEATH AT 
V WILL. , 


ALLOW ME ,O LORD, 
OF THE UNIVERSE, 
TO LEAVE THIS 
BODY OF MINE. y 


HIM WITH FLOWERS 


WITH DUE HONOUR AND CEREMONY, 
BHEESHMA'S BODY WAS CONSIGNED 
TO THE FIRE .THUS DID THE VENERABLE 
BHEESHMA MEET HIS END AT WILL AT 
THE END OF A LONG AND ILLUSTRIOUS 
LIFE. |-ii- 


THUS ENDS THE FORTIETH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF VYASA’S IMMORTAL IT/NASA MAHA8HARATA 


1245 
















































































